01 Special Study on Colossians		         January 2021
THE SUPREMACY AND SUFFICIENCY OF CHRIST
Colossians 1:1-23 (Key verse 18,19)
“And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,” 

Live a life worthy of the Lord (1:10)

1. Who are the author(s) and recipients of this letter? (1-2) What are Paul’s thanks topics for the Colossian believers? (3-5a) What is the outcome of hearing the true message of the gospel? (5b-8)





2. What is Paul's prayer for them? (9) What is the purpose of his prayer? (10a) How can they reach the goal? (10b-12) Read verses 12-14. Why should we give joyful thanks to God? (12) What has God done for us in Jesus Christ? (13-14)





3. Who is Jesus in relation to God? (15a) How did Paul describe God? (1 Ti 1:17; Jn 4:24) What does it mean that Jesus is the “image” of God? (Heb 1:3; Jn 1:18) What does the phrase “the firstborn over all creation” teach us about Jesus? (15b) [Here, the term “firstborn” does not mean created but preeminent.] 


The supremacy of Christ (18,19)

4. How does verse 16 explain the scope, means and purpose of Jesus’ creation? (Jn 1:3) How is Jesus continually involved in his creation? (17) What is Jesus’ relation to the church? (18a) What does it mean that Jesus is the head of the church? (Eph 1:22,23) How did he become the head? (18b; 1Co 15:20–22; Ro6:9) 


[bookmark: _GoBack]5. Based on verses 15–18, in what respects does Jesus have the supremacy? Why is Jesus alone sufficient? (19) What did God do through Jesus? (20a) How did God reconcile all things to himself? (20b) How did Paul describe our former condition? (21) What happened to us because of Jesus’ death? (22) What do we need to continue in? (23a)




1 Timothy 1:17, "Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen."
John 4:24, "God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth."
Hebrews 1:3, "The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven."
John 1:18, "No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known."
John 1:3, "Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made."
Ephesians 1:22,23, "And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way."
1 Corinthians 15:20, "But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep"
Romans 6:9, "For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him."
