03 Special Study on Colossians		         January 2021
[bookmark: _GoBack]CONTINUE TO LIVE YOUR LIVES IN CHRIST
Colossians 2:6-23 (Key verse 6)
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him.”

1. How had the Colossians responded to the message about Jesus? (6a) What does it mean to receive Jesus as Lord? Why is this important?





2. What should they do now? (6b) What does it mean to “continue to live in him”? (Jn 8:31, 32; 15:4) In verse 7, what are the three ways they can do this? Think about the meaning of “rooted in him.” (Ps1:2,3; Jn15:7) “Built up in him.” (Mt7:24,25) How can we be “strengthened in the faith”? (7c)






3. What warning does Paul give them, and why? (8) In verses 9-12, how many times is the phrase “in Christ” or its equivalent repeated? What have we been given in him, and how? What is the circumcision done by Christ? (12) What was our former condition? (13a, Eph 2:1-3) What has God done for us through Jesus' cross? (13b-15)






4. Think about the triumph of the cross; what was cancelled; what was disarmed? (14,15) What false teachings were spread among the Colossians? (16, 18, 22-23) How can we be set free from those false teachings? (17, 19, 20-21) How should we respond to the judgment of false teachers? (16a) What are some contemporary forms of legalism?





5. Why did people become like this [Falling into the influence of false teachings]? (19) What are some contemporary forms of false spirituality? What did ascetics teach and why? (21,23) Why are we free from this? (20a) What must we do to continue to live in Christ?




----------
John 8:31,32To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
John 15:4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
Psalm 1:2,3 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither-- whatever they do prospers.
John 15:7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
Matthew 7:24,25 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.
Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2in which you used to walk when you conformed to the ways of this world and of the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit who is now at work in the sons of disobedience. 3All of us also lived among them at one time, fulfilling the cravings of our flesh and indulging its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature children of wrath.
