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LOVE ONE ANOTHER
John 13:1-38 (Key verse 34)
A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.

This is the word the Lord gave our global UBF director for the year 2026. Talking about love is not so difficult. But loving practically can be very hard. So It is by faith and hope I am delivering this message. In fact most portions of this message are borrowed from the Message that was delivered by our global UBF director. Let's think about this passage with three questions in mind. Number one, what does Jesus mean by a new command? Number two, how can we love one another? And number three, what is the impact of loving one another? May the lord be with us to truly obey Jesus command and love one another. Amen!

First, what does Jesus mean by a new command? In verse 34a, Jesus said, "A new command I give you. Love one another." Just as God gave Moses commandments, in the same way Jesus gave a new command. It means that Jesus has the same authority as the father God. Jesus words are not simply suggestions and they're not advice. They are God's commands. To have a right relationship with Jesus, we must obey God's command. We must love one another. As Christinas, we are obligated to love one another. Though Jesus strongly emphasizes obedience to his command, its source is not mere human effort. In using the word new, Jesus contrasts the new command with the old covenant.

The old covenant was based on obedience to the law. Do this and you will live. It required 100% fulfillment of all the law from birth to death with not even one mistake. Has anyone ever done that? Only Jesus Christ has done that. Jesus alone lived a sinless life and obeyed the will of God fully without fault. And then he offered his life to God as a sacrifice for our sins. The holy son of God, the sinless son of man, died for our sins. The father accepted his sacrifice and raised Jesus from the dead and established a new covenant with mankind. 

Jesus activated this new covenant at the last supper. Jesus said, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins." Anyone who accepts Jesus blood by faith receives forgiveness of sins and becomes a child of God. We are children of God through faith in Jesus. And we receive the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit works within us to put to death our sinful nature and empower us to love and serve God. So the essence of the new command is quite different from the old covenant. The new command is based on God's grace. What Jesus has done for us. It is carried out by God's power, the power of the Holy Spirit. As we receive grace from Jesus and live by the spirit, we can love God and love others. It is on this basis that Jesus commands his disciples to love one another. To paraphrase St. Augustine, God commands what we are unable to do by ourselves. But he does not command us to do what we cannot do. Rather, he commands us to do what we can do because he enables us. Amen. 

So, let me ask a question. How do you feel when you hear the word command? I command you. How do you feel? Not so much, right? Or how do you feel about the word obey? Obey! How do you feel, Kefuwe? Not so good. We may have an allergic reaction, right, to these words. But we must remember the love Jesus gave us, Jesus gave his life for us while we were living a life of sin. And so when he commands us to love others, it is by his power, his grace, following his example. It's should not be burdensome. It reflects his sacrificial love. It sets us free and enables us to live happy and joyful lives. So, we need to change our mindset toward the words obey and command. Let us obey Jesus new command by faith. Amen!

Second, how can we love one another? Verse 34b says, "As I have loved you, so you must love one another." The words, "As I have loved you," remind us that Jesus has loved us unconditionally, sacrificially, with steadfast love. And in verses 11-17, Jesus demonstrated his love as an example. We learn from Jesus how to practice his love. First of all, we need the mindset of Christ Jesus. In the first verses, John emphasizes what was on Jesus' mind at that time. It was just before the Passover festival. And this Passover was unique. At this Passover, the hour had come for Jesus to die for the sins of the world. And Jesus knew this. At the thought of impending death, anyone would be overwhelmed with anxiety, fear and sorrow. But not Jesus. Verse 1B says, "Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the father." Jesus knew his death was a return to the father God. After suffering and death, his father would raise him from the dead and he would enter into everlasting glory with his heavenly father. This was on Jesus' mind. Jesus was also full of love for his disciples. Verse 1C says, "Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end." His love was flowing irresistibly like a mighty river. And with this love, he was ready to sacrifice his life. Now he went to express his great love for his disciples just one last time. The occasion was the evening meal. All of Jesus' disciples were there reclining at the table in a private upper room. 

However, this no ordinary meal, It was a spiritual battle. The devil was howling in Judas's ear to compel betrayal of Jesus. The devil was like a terrorist who wanted to blow up the Last Supper and all of Jesus' work and ministry. How could Jesus practice God's love in that kind of environment? Verse 3 says, "Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power. And that he had come from God and was returning to God." Jesus knew the devil was not in charge. Rather, God Almighty was in charge and God had given him authority and power. He knew the father trusted him to carry out his will and save people from sin and death. He trusted his father, God. And with this mindset, he had peace and freedom in his heart. 

We may live in the peak of a storm, problems and troubles swirling all around us, but we have peace. We are free. And we can serve God joyfully. Let's fix our eyes on Jesus and learn his mindset. At that time, what did Jesus do? Jesus demonstrated his love for his disciples. Many people think that love is a feeling. Feelings may or may not be demonstrated and feelings change. Well, Jesus disciples had changed. Even though they say love never changes, Jesus disciples had changed. Their initial loyalty was marred by weakness of character and sin. And Jesus knew one of them would betray him. One of them would deny him three times and all of them would abandon him. Such people are not lovable people. But Jesus loved them to the end. Despite their weaknesses, despite their failures, Jesus loved them to the end. His love was not based on their merit or their condition. It was based on his very nature. For God is love. 

The power of his love is irresistible. It's the strongest force in the universe. And by loving his disciples to the end, he demonstrated God's love. That's what God's love looks like. So what is love? There are so many definitions and so many songs and so many thoughts about love. Apostle Paul had one of the most excellent summaries of love in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. He wrote this, "Love is patient. Love is kind. It does not envy. It does not boast. It is not proud. It does not dishonor others. It is not self-seeking. It is not easily angered. It keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil, but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

The first trait Paul mentions is patience. Why patience first? Patience may be the foundation of love. It's not an emotional feeling, but the inner strength to bear with others as they're weak and failing and to have hope and continue to encourage and serve. Well, we can bear with others for a while, but to bear to the end is really not easy. One medical missionary to Africa suffered unbearably in his mission field. He had to watch his patients die from AIDS with no medicine to be able to treat them. He saw a fellow Korean whom he knew shot dead in a robbery. He endured separation from his wife. His daughter became sick with meningitis. So many things happened and one day it became too much for him and he decided to give up his missionary life. Then he had one last Bible study with his bible student. 

And during that Bible study, God moved his heart with Jesus love. And he began to weep uncontrollably. And he realized Jesus love did not fail. He reached the point of failure. But Jesus love never fails. And with many tears, he remained in Africa. And now there's a vibrant UBF chapter there and it's being led by a native African with deep commitment. This helps us understand Jesus love.

Love is patient, It always perseveres to the end. Jesus love never fails. And with his love, we can love one another faithfully, steadily to the end and carry out God's mission together. Please turn to your neighbor and say, "Love me to the end." And please say, "Okay, I will love you to the end." and add one more thing. By Jesus grace. Amen! We could actually stop here and the message would be pretty good today. But it's not finished.

So let me ask another question. How did Jesus express his love to his disciples? It was very practical. He got up from the meal. took off his outer clothing and wrapped a towel around his waist. And after that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples feet, drying them with a towel that was wrapped around them. 12 disciples, 24 feet, 120 toes. He washed them all. Washing someone's feet was the most menial job of a servant in the ancient world. Jesus became such a servant.

It is really remarkable. Many people say I love you with their mouth. But when practical service is needed, they disappear. Jesus shows us to love is to serve in a most menial practical way. One famous saint said this, "Not all of us can do great things, but we can do small things with great love." Indeed, small acts of service done with great love in a time of need express God's love so powerfully. 

We can imagine how the disciples might have thought about this event as the years went by. Jesus, the son of God, humbly washed their dirty feet and dried them off. The creator of heaven and earth bowed before each one of them and served them in a most humble way. They each experienced the love of God and they could realize how important they were to God. They could feel honored by God himself. How precious this memory must have been when they were dishonored by people and by the world. Jesus left a lasting impression of true deep love with his disciples. 

However, we must learn how to receive Jesus love. Simon Peter gives us a negative example. In the beginning when Jesus came to him, he said, "No, no, no. You shall never wash my feet." Peter is kind of an unusual person. He said no to Jesus so many times in the Bible. Why? Why did he say this? He didn't want to expose his dirty feet to Jesus. He thought he should wash his own feet. He wanted to be clean by his own effort. It was self-righteousness in his heart. In addition, he thought his master should not serve people under him. 

If Jesus serves people under him, Peter will have to serve people under him. It's against the social hierarchy. He could not accept Jesus' word because he had his own idea in his mind. Though he seemed to honor Jesus, he rejected Jesus' word. His mind needed to be changed to receive the blessing. Jesus said to him, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." Wow. What a strong statement. Jesus clearly declared he must wash Peter's feet. It was essential to continue their relationship. And this teaches us that a relationship with Jesus is rooted in grace. In grace, in his humble serving grace. Spiritually speaking, our dirty feet are our dirty sins. And Jesus washing come through his shed blood at the cross. We must expose our dirty sins of pride, selfishness, lust, jealousy, anger, resentment, bitterness, greed, and the like. We must bring them to Jesus. And when we do, he washes us by his precious blood. He makes us white as snow.

And this establishes our relationship with him. We need to be saved by Jesus. Jesus is our savior. And we are sinners. And it's his saving grace that establishes our relationship. The love that we have with Jesus flows from the fountain of his deep grace in our lives. His love and his grace are so strong and so powerful. Our love is weak. Our love fails. But Jesus love never fails. And with Jesus love, we can love others and serve others. The key is to receive Jesus love in our hearts. 

In verses 12 to 17, Jesus explains why he set an example. So they might wash one another's feet. Jesus' action was inscribed in their minds as recorded by John. But being a recorder of the event, just telling others what Jesus did was not enough. Jesus said, "Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them." They must do them. We must do them. Not just talk about it, but do the acts of love that Jesus wants. Let's practice Jesus love. Amen.

Though Jesus love was so gracious, it was also based on the truth. And the truth is all people are sinners and only Jesus can save us. And the truth is God loves all people and wants to save all people but will never compromise with our sin. Jesus revealed this truth and this love in verses 18 to 30. Jesus foretold his betrayal. Foretelling his betrayal helped his disciples believe that Jesus was God. And later they testified to others and they became God's children. Jesus offered his salvation to Judas when he gave him the bread dipped in the cup. It represented Jesus' life given for Judas. 

Judas took the bread, but he never repented of his sin and he went out and it was dark and he went to his tomb. In that dark moment, Jesus spoke the light of God's truth. He said this now the son of man is glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, he will glorify the son in himself and will glorify him at once. Notice that Jesus used the word glorify five times in these verses. On the eve of his death, just after his betrayal, Jesus saw his own eternal glory and the glory of the father. How was Jesus' glory revealed? He was doing something no one else could do. He submitted to the will of God to die for the sins of the world. He took up that mission with absolute obedience. He offered himself as our savior and became the source of eternal salvation. Through Jesus obedience, God's glory was revealed. 

God's love is greater than the devil's hatred. God's saving grace is more powerful than sin and death. God's goodness is mightier than evil. God is the sovereign ruler carrying out his salvation plan without fail. As God was glorified in Jesus through his death, God would raise Jesus from the dead as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, everlasting victor. This gospel truth is at the root of Jesus' love. In this passage, Jesus teaches us to love one another practically as he has loved us. 

Jesus wants us to develop a loving community based on truth. However, there are elements that threaten such a community. selfishness and greed like Judas, self-righteousness like Peter, indifference like the other disciples. Where these elements exist, factions and division arise, people hurt each other. They dishonor one another, blame one another, judge, hate, condemn each other. It is the devil's work to destroy Christian community. We must fight against the devil's work, especially through repentance.

Repenting from our sins of selfishness and greed, self-righteousness, indifference, repenting any sins, any attitudes of the heart that damage the Christian community. Let's repent of all our sins. Amen. Let us repent of all our sins. Amen. And let's learn the mind of Christ. Amen. Let's receive his love, practice his love, and develop our community to be the most beautiful loving community. A place where God's love burns like a fire and people are so moved by God's love, that the world is shocked and says, "Wow, Jesus is alive." And we become a testimony to the world. Amen. Let's love one another as Jesus has commanded us. Amen.

Third last question, what is the impact? John 13:35 says, "By this everyone will know that you are my disciples. If you love one another. Here we find the mark of a good disciple of Jesus. It's not cleverness, achievement, education. It is what? Love. It is love. Love is the mark of a good disciple of Jesus. When we truly love one another, people see Jesus. This love has a profound impact on our communities and in the world. This love should be evident in our homes. As husbands and wives, love one another as Christ has loved us as we learned last week. We must pray for our house churches. To be places where Jesus love is overflowing in the hearts of his people. Amen.

Leaders in a church community must also love one another with Jesus love. Then there is harmony in the ministry and the Holy Spirit works with power. It's a serious matter. It is vital that leaders love one another in Christ. Then young people see Christ's love and they grow. It sounds so simple to say love one another, but it's not easy. We must grow in the character of Jesus Christ. We must grow in his humility, forgiving love, forbearing grace, patient endurance, undying hope, and more. We must grow in understanding others. We must overcome cultural differences and love one another.

In conclusion, The most important thing we can do to please God and bless future generations is to love one another. When we love one another, we are so richly blessed. We have true joy in our hearts. We enjoy real peace. We experience the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Jesus love heals our wounds. It restores our relationships. It creates the kingdom of God in us and around us. Personally, I pray to learn the love of Jesus more deeply for my family members, co-workers, and all leaders. I pray that 2026 may be the year of growing in Jesus love. May we all experience a new feeling of God's love. In his love we are one and his love ignites spiritual revival in our midst. We'll reveal Jesus' love to the world. We'll overcome the world and render glory to God. Let's love one another as Jesus has loved us. Amen!
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