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DEVOTE YOURSELVES TO YOUR PRAYER
Colossians 4:2-18 (key verse 4:2)

[bookmark: _Hlk220794480]“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”

 In today’s passage we are going to learn from Apostle Paul’s conclusion of the letter he wrote to Colossian believers. In this conclusion Apostle Paul gives instruction to the Colossian believers on what habits they should live by as servants of Christ Jesus. It is the very same habits that God wants us to have as Christian believers. From the key verse Apostle said: “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful” Therefore through this passage we will learn what does it mean to devote oneself to prayer, being watchful and thankful. Furthermore, we will learn why and how we need to devote ourselves to prayer, we will also learn from the example of Paul and his co-workers what devoting oneself to prayer looks like.

I pray that the Lord may have mercy on you and me to receive one word from this passage, be transformed to live daily with sincere devotion to prayer, watchful and thankful. I pray that through devotion in prayer we may hold on to our new year direction and key verse.

The passage today begins with Apostle Paul giving instructions to the Colossian believers. Let us look at verse 2: “2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.” Here Apostle Paul first instructed the Colossian believers to devote themselves to prayer. What does this mean? First let us think about what prayer is, prayer is dedicating time to communicate with God, coming to God and acknowledging him as the creator of the heavens and the earth. Furthermore, to devote oneself to something means, to give your all, to give a large part of one’s time, resources and love to something. To pay all of one’s attention to something, to persist and give it your best in something. And Apostle Paul’s instruction to the Colossian believers is that they must devote themselves to prayer. Why did Apostle Paul give this instruction? He gave this instruction because he knew that just like today, it was difficult to pray. He understood that prayer does not come natural even to the Christian believer, he knew that it is a struggle to pray. At the same time, Apostle Paul knew that without prayer we cannot survive as Christian believers.

To survive as Christian believers, we need to pray, otherwise we will be consumed by the worries of this world, anxieties, temptations and be left without direction. Without prayer we cannot live according to the purpose of God for our lives, and we cannot have peace. In Philippians 4:6-7 it says: “6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” And so, to help us Apostle Paul urged us to devote ourselves to prayer, to give prayer our all so that we peace of God may fill our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Furthermore, Apostle Paul said devote yourself to prayer, being watchful and thankful. What does it mean by being watchful and thankful? First being watchful means to watch out for the devil, be vigilant. Prayer is very powerful, it gives us direct access to the power of God, through prayer in the garden of Gethsemane Jesus Christ could take the cross and save the whole world from the power of sin and death. In Mark 9:29 it says: “29 He replied, “This kind can come out only by prayer.” Jesus said this to his disciples when they asked him how he could heal a boy who was possessed by an impure spirit, and why they could not drive it out. Because of the power that prayer has, Satan makes every effort to attack our prayer life, and he does this in various ways, by making us busy, making us feel tired when we are supposed to pray. Also planting some wrong ideas in our hearts, prayer topics that do not make sense, not in line with the will of God. Because of this, Apostle Paul urged us and the Colossian believers to be watchful, to be vigilant.  How can we be vigilant? By praying based on the word of God.

Secondly, being thankful in prayer means we must not just come to prayer with our needs alone, but we must come to prayer with a thankful heart. As Christian believers, we always have something that we can thank God for, we can thank God for granting us the privilege to have fellowship with him, freedom from the power of sin and death and fellowship with other believers. Last week we share our 2025 thanksgiving testimony, and we had many things to thank God for. Furthermore, God does not like complaining people, he is pleased with those who are thankful. When we are thankful, we can overcome being greedy, become content and see God’s blessings in our lives, we can experience and see the grace of God in our lives. 

After Apostle Paul had given instructions to the Colossian believers to devote themselves in prayer, being watchful and thankful. He went further and made prayer requests to them. Let us look at verse 3-4: “3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.” Here Apostle Paul taught the Colossian believers to pray for others, when we pray it is very easy to just focus on our own prayer topics, but as Christina believers it is important to pray for others as well. It is important to pray for our sheep, our co-workers in Christ, for our country and the people. Furthermore, Apostle Paul was in prison, his living conditions were quite challenging as a prisoner in Rome, it would make sense for him to request prayers for his conditions to improve, to be released or the likes.

However, here we see Apostle Paul’s prayer request being that God may open a door for him to proclaim the gospel message, the mystery of Christ Jesus. Apostle Paul made this request because he believed that the most important thing in this world is for the world to hear the gospel message. In this world it might seem like there are many needs, in Africa for example one might think poverty is the main issue, that the greatest need is aid, to change people’s lives, to grant people opportunities to study. But in reality, what people need is the gospel message, it is the gospel message that can change people’s wellbeing, not wealth. Just like Paul, what we need the most in our lives is that God may open a door that we may preach the gospel message. We need to pray for one another, for God to open a door that we may proclaim the gospel message to the world, reveal the mystery of Jesus Christ.

Now what does it mean for God to open a door? This means for God to open Paul’s heart to obey God’s command to preach the gospel message, the mystery of Christ. In Matthew 9:37-38 it says: “37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”” Preaching the gospel is more about our willingness to go out and preach the gospel, the harvest is plentiful. This year one of the prayer topics Sh. Lesedi gave us is to go to campus for fishing, may God open a door to our hearts, enable us to go out to preach the gospel to campus students. Apostle Paul emphasized we pray to proclaim the mystery of Christ Jesus, and to proclaim it clearly. Meaning we must pray that that we may not proclaim our own thinking and ideas, but Jesus Christ, pray that in our preaching we may reveal the supremacy of Jesus Christ. It is only when we preach Jesus Christ that people could change, if our preaching is based on our own thinking, people will not grow, we will not produce fruit. Preaching the gospel will be burdensome, but if we pray that God may help us to preach the mystery of Jesus Christ clearly, God will work mightily, even if we may not see the fruits, deep in our hearts we will have peace, and will be filled with faith that God is working. And indeed, God will work.

Furthermore, Apostle Paul instructed the Colossian believers on how to deal with outsiders. Let us look at verse 5-6: “5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” Here outsiders refer to unbelievers of the Christian faith. Before we were saved, we too were unbelievers, just like the members of the church in Colossae. But by the grace of God, the gospel message of Christ Jesus was preached to us, and we could accept Jesus as our Lord and saviour. And so, Apostle Paul instructed the Colossian believers on how to deal with people that they once were. First, he instructed them to be wise towards outsiders, instead of judging unbelievers Apostle Paul instructed the Colossian believers to have the same attitude as Jesus Christ. He is also instructing us today to have the attitude of Jesus Christ, we were great sinners, we lived without rules, no morals, with dirty hearts and minds, we were instruments of sin. And yet Jesus through his servants never judged us, he loved us, showed us understanding and compassion. Jesus became friends with public sinners, had dinner with them. To reveal to them the gospel message and save them from the power of sin and death.

Jesus made the most of every opportunity, to reveal the gospel message to all people. Even though the Pharisees considered Jesus as their enemy, Jesus loved them, with great wisdom he made the most of every opportunity to teach them the word of God, to such an extent that Nicodemus came to him at night and asked him what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus was wise, he did not judge the Pharisee, he did not judge the public sinners but made the most of every opportunity.  Apostle Paul said, be wise in the way you act, here Apostle emphasized the importance of our actions. People see more what we are, rather than what we say, so how we live our lives is so important as Christian believers. Jesus did not just preach the gospel message, he also put it into action, by how he treated the public sinners, the gentiles, the pharisees and his unrepentant disciples. How we interact with our colleagues at work, our family members who are unbelievers is so important. We must be wise, in how we act towards outsiders, by revealing Christ in our lives, putting the word of Christ into action.

Apostle Paul said, let your conversation be full of grace. What does this mean? Here Apostle emphasised that we must show grace to unbelievers, how can we do this? By always remembering the grace of God in our lives, if we forget the grace of God in our own lives, it will be impossible to remember to show grace to others, we will judge unbelievers for their sins, in our conversations with them, and drive them away from God. The Pharisees, because of self-righteousness could not have grace in their conversations with the people, instead they judged the people, they were hard on them and drove them away. Apostle Paul urged the Colossian believers to show grace in their conversation, to be seasoned with salt, and know how to answer everyone with grace. This is not easy, especially in our world today, at the workplace, on campus, our family members where the Christian faith is also attacked. We live in age of heightened homosexuality, LGBTQ, where we can be easily misunderstood and labelled as judgemental and attacked. So, we cannot show grace by our own strength, we need Jesus Christ, Jesus loved, had compassion unto all people, he understood all people, and yet he was punished by the same people, he was nailed on the cross. And still Jesus showed mercy and grace unto all people. When he was nailed on the cross, he showed mercy and grace to the prisoner who was nailed with him. In Luke 23:43 it says: “43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”” When Jesus breath his last on the cross, full of grace he said: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 

So, for us to be wise, to have conversations full of grace, seasoned with salt, and to know how to answer everyone, we need to come to Jesus, in prayer. We need to devote ourselves in prayer, being watchful and thankful, and Jesus in his great wisdom will grant wisdom and grace in our conversation with unbelievers. Even though we may experience unfair treated from unbelievers, if we devote ourselves in prayer God will bless us and enable us to show grace to unbelievers. I am very encouraged by this word, for I struggle so much at work due to politics and somewhat toxic ambitions, where people use me, make me weak so that they can stand out.  I struggle on how to deal with such people, and mostly I am left with anger and hatred. But I grateful today for Apostle Paul’s instruction that I need to be wise and show those people grace, seasoned with salt in my conversations with them. I thank God that I do not have to do it by own strength, but through devotion in prayer. May God have mercy on me, to devote myself in prayer, be watchful and be filled with thanksgiving. I thank God for appointing to prepare this message and meditate on it, my new year key verse is 1 Peter 3:12 which says: “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” God gave me this word to teach me to trust him, through commitment to prayer. I am grateful that through today’s passage I could learn what attitude I need to have towards prayer, and why I need to pray.

When Apostle had finished with his instructions to the Colossian believers to devote themselves to prayer, and what they should pray for. He shared with them his life of faith and that of his co-workers who devoted themselves to prayer. Apostle Paul shared with the Colossian believers about his co-workers to encourage them. The co-workers that Apostle Paul mentioned were Tychicus who was a minister and servant of God. Paul sent him and Onesimus to the Colossian believers to share with them about what was happening in prison, to encourage the Colossian believers. How could being in prison be encouraging. It was encouraging because God was working, it was physically unfavourable circumstances, and yet Paul and his co-workers (Aristarchus, Mark, Jesus also called Justus, Luke and Demas who deserted the mission) were filled with the peace of God and were a great comfort to Paul.

Apostle Paul also shared with the Colossian believers about Epaphras, to further encourage them to devote themselves to prayer. He shared with them how Epaphras practically wrestled in prayer for the Colossian believers to stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. Through Epaphras the Colossian believers and us can learn persistent intercessory labour in prayer, we can learn to have a shepherd heart. Through Epaphras and the other co-workers we can learn what attitude we should have when we are in the midst of challenges, instead of complaining, we can learn to devote ourselves in prayer.

Apostle Paul further instructed the Colossian believers to share this letter with the believers in Laodicea, he also mentioned Nympha’s house church. This revealed Apostle Paul’s value for house churches, and encouragement to have house churches. May God bless our ministry to establish more house churches and use them mightily to serve campus students at Wits.   

Finally, Apostle Paul, concluded the letter in verse 18 saying: “18 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.” Apostle Paul said, I write this greeting with my own hand to express his deep heart in the message of the letter, his deep love for the Colossian believers to keep this message dear. He said remember my chains, he did not say this for them to feel sorry him, but to express the importance of the gospel message, which he is put in chains for. To Paul proclaiming the gospel was a matter of life and death, also proclaiming the gospel is not easy, with our own strength we cannot proclaim the gospel, it is like being in chains like Paul. I was very amazed by our missionaries who left a 1st world country like South Korea to go to countries like South Sudan as missionaries, they were like in chains in their mission field. How could they do that, how could they make such a decision? They could do it by devoting themselves in prayer, by being watchful and thankful. Furthermore, Apostle Paul in his conclusion said: “Grace be with you” He said this to encourage the Colossian believers and us, to hold on to the grace of God. At the end of the day, all that matters is the grace of God, the only way we can stand is through the grace of God, the only way the world can stand is if we show them grace. This is the power of Christianity, underserving, unmerited favor of God. This is how people’s hearts are changed. 
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