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ALL NATIONS ON EARTH WILL BE BLESSED
Genesis 22:1-19 (Key Verse: 18)
[bookmark: _Hlk222019942]"...and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."

In today’s passage we are going to learn how God raised Abraham to be a blessing to all nations. As we learnt in the past, God blessed Abraham in many ways, he blessed him to have a Son Isaac by his wife Sarah who was in her old age and barren, he blessed him with many material blessings, he blessed him to be victorious against his enemies in the land of Canaan. And today, God will bless Abraham by making him the source of blessing for all nations, through his offspring. How will God make Abaraham a source of blessing for all nations? It will all begin with a test from God. Therefore, through today’s passage we will unpack the test from God, why God tested Abraham in this way. We will also learn how Abraham responded to the test. In the key verse it says: "...and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me." We will learn who is Abraham’s offspring, and through him, how all nations will be blessed, we will learn how you and I are affected by this. 

I pray that God may have mercy on us all to receive one word from today’s passage, receive the blessing of God through Abraham’s offspring.

The passage today begins after Abraham’s household was now rather in order, Abraham was finally blessed with a son through Sarah, his long-awaited promise was fulfilled. Although he also loved Ishmael, God had sent him away with his mother, leaving peace in Abraham’s household. It was a perfect time for Abraham to enjoy his simple life with his wife Sarah and his son Isaac, watch Isaac grow and get married, and play with his grandchildren. However God had different plans for Abraham, he still wanted to do his work in Abraham. Let us look verse 1-2: “1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” God commanded Abraham to sacrifice his one and only Son he had with Sarah, the one and only Son he waited for for 25 years, the one and only Son who will ensure Abraham’s offsprings will be as numerous as the stars. The Son of the promise.

And why did God test Abraham in this way, to sacrifice Isaac on the alter? Firstly, Isaac was so precious to Abraham, to an extent that he could even be an idol to Abraham. Also, as we learnt, Abraham comes from a family of idol worshipers, and only by grace, God called him, and said: “Leave your country, your people and go to the land I will show you.” So, God tested him to confirm that he has repented and overcame the sin of idol worship. This was very important for to be used by God as source of blessing to many nations, Abraham needed to overcome his idol worship mentality. But how can he overcome idol worship? To show that he has overcome, Abraham should obey the command God had given him, and sacrifice Isaac. To be used as source of blessing to many nations, Abraham had to learn to put God first, he should not hold idols in his heart. Abraham had to remember the Giver of his blessings and not just be focussed and consumed by the blessing. In order for God’s blessing to remain a blessing, we should learn to give it back to God. This is why God commanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac.

How did Abraham respond to God’s command? Let us look at verse 3-5: “3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” Without hesitation Abraham obeyed the command of God, he carefully prepared for the sacrifice himself, he cut the wood for the burnt offering, took his two servants and his son Isaac and went on a 3-day journey to the mountain in the region of Moriah. Abraham’s response showed indeed that he had learnt to put God first, he proved to be obedient to God, he proved that he had overcome the sin of idol worship. He did not ask other people’s opinion, he was 100% convinced that because it is from God, then he must definitely do it. When God’s command and direction is clear, there is no need to ask for others’ opinion, so we should not use people’s opinion or of ChatGPT to confirm God’s command or direction. Sacrificing Isaac was sure the hardest decision to make, but Abraham made it, for disobeying God was even harder. It was engraved in Abraham’s heart that indeed God is the creator of the heavens and the earth, all things come from him, and so he obeyed his command.

When Abraham arrived in Moriah, he left the two servants and while he and Isaac went to the mountain, he said to them that he and Isaac will go up and worship and will come back. Again, as Abraham and Isaac went up the mountain with Isaac carrying the wood and Abraham the knife and fire, something interesting happened. Let us look at verse 7-8: “7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together.” Isaac was fully aware of the process of animal sacrifices, and pointed out that everything is in place, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?  This was a very challenging question to answer for Isaac was the sacrifice. However Abraham’s answer was straight to the point, he did not try to explain many things, but rather he said: “God himself will provide the lamb for the offering, my son.” In this response we can see that Abraham trusted God, he knew without a doubt that God loved him, he had the peace of God in his heart. Through God’s training, Abraham knew that God would provide in every situation, he learned to trust in God. 

Also, we know that in his mind Abraham had many things, he knew that it was through Isaac that his offspring would be as numerous as the stars, and now with this command, he knew that even if Isaac would be sacrificed, God in his own wisdom will provide such that through him his offspring would be as numerous as the stars. In Hebrews 11:17-19 it says: “17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”[a] 19 Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death.” Abraham knew that there is no task impossible for God, even raising Isaac from the dead, in every situation God will provide, this is why Abraham did not hesitate to obey God, that is why he did not go around seeking people’s opinion, but he obeyed God’s command. In a similar manner, when God’s command does not make sense, we must remember that God is the creator of the heavens and the earth, he rose Jesus from the dead. To be used by God and experience his blessing we need to have this faith, that even though we don’t see how, but God will make a way, God will provide.  

When Abraham and Isaac reached the mountain side, the place God had told Abraham about, Abraham build an altar, arranged the wood on it, bound Isaac and laid him on the alter on top of the wood. Just after he reached out his hand and took the knife and about the slay the boy, some thing amazing happened. Let us look at verse 11-13: “11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram[a] caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. First, Abraham obeyed the command of God fully, he never held back on sacrificing Isaac as God had commanded him, he offered Isaac fully to God. Abraham passed the test, he confirmed his faith in God, he confirmed that he now fully trusted God with all his heart and all his being. Isaac was precious to Abraham, but here we can see that God was much more precious. 

When God saw this, he said to him: “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”  Abraham obeyed God, because he feared God, and because of this God blessed his faith, he provided the lamb, and Abraham sacrificed it on the altar. As we learnt from the beginning, God commanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac as a test, and Abraham passed the test. But now why did God provide the lamb? Here God wanted to teach Abraham, Isaac and us about Jesus Christ, who will be provided as a substitute lamb, just like Isaac we were destined to die because of our sins, but Jesus was offered in our place. Through this we learn also that by faith we too are saved from the power of sin and death, in our place Jesus is sacrificed on the cross. 

Furthermore, when God saw this faith from Abraham who did not withhold his son, his only son, the Lord said I swear by myself, meaning God himself spoke, it was not just a voice of the angel, but God. God was really moved by Abaraham’s faith, his faith pleased God, that is why it is even said that Abraham was a friend of God (Isaiah 41:8). Furthermore, in verse 17-18 the Lord said: “17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring[b] all nations on earth will be blessed,[c] because you have obeyed me.”” Here God re-affirmed his promise to Abraham, saying I will surely bless your descendants and make them as numerous as the stars and the sand on the seashore, they will take possession of the cities of their enemies. And at the climax of all this, the key verse of the message, he said: “through your offspring[b] all nations on earth will be blessed,[c] because you have obeyed me.”

What does it mean that through your offspring, all nations will be blessed. Here God revealed the salvation plan for the world, to bless all nations, gentiles, Jews and everyone would be blessed. What kind of blessing is God referring to? The blessing is victory over the power of sin and death. When God created the heavens and earth, it was perfect, he created them male and female, Adam and Eve and it was perfect and they lived in paradise fulfilling the mission of God in the garden of Eden. However, one day, the devil tempted Eve to convince Adam to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, which God had commanded that they must not eat from. When Adam and Eve were tempted, Sin entered the world, and since then all nations were cursed by the power of sin and death, mankind disobeyed God, they sinned against God, Cain murdered his brother Abel because of jealousy, wickedness in Sodom and Gomorrah (homosexuality, adultery etc), wickedness by people in Noah’s time that God wiped the whole earth leaving only Noah and his household. Today as well, many people live with wickedness, many of us are tormented by the power of sin, sexual immorality, lust, envy, jealousy, anger, hatred, malice and many kinds of sin. Though it might seem like those who commit sin are enjoying it and getting away with things, deep down they are tormented, they are tormented because the wages of sin is death, one way or the other when we commit sin, the feeling of death occupies us leaving us tormented, wondering around, helpless and not knowing what to do.

But glory to God, through Abraham’s offspring all nations and earth will be blessed, all nations on earth are blessed, because of Abraham’s offspring, you and I are blessed. Because of Abraham’s obedience, all nations will be blessed through Abraham’s offspring. In Galatians 3:16 it says: “16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,”[a] meaning one person, who is Christ.” All nations are blessed, because of Jesus Christ, Abaraham’s offspring, the substitutionary lamb. Jesus was sacrificed on the cross, to take away the power of sin and death, to wipe the power sin that entered the world through Adam and Eve. Just as God provided the lamb to Abaraham as a substitute to Isaac, God has provided Jesus Christ, his one and only son, a substitute for us, we were and are deserving to die, but Jesus died in our place as a substitutionary lamb. All we need, is to acknowledge that we are sinners, that we need Jesus, all we need to do is to believe that God will provide and make a way for us to be saved, regardless of our sins. Abraham did not know how God will provide; he could not make sense how God will do it. Are you in deep sin, that you do not know how God can save someone like you? Are you in deep sin that you do not know how you will come out of it. God is able to save you, he will do it, the word of God promises that all nations will be blessed, that includes me and you, all nations. All we need to do is put our faith in God, that he provides.

I pray that God may have mercy on me, help me to repent from my sin, fill me with faith that all nations will be blessed through Jesus, me included, regardless of how impossible it may seem. Through the offspring of Abraham, Jesus Christ, the substitutionary lamb, I can be freed from the torment of sin. I pray that God may be with us all to meditate on this word, obey God, surrender all to him and be filled with faith that he will provide.
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