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I WILL GO
Genesis 24:1-67 (Key Verse 24:58)
So they called Rebekah and asked her, “Will you go with this man?” “I will go” she said.

We learned last week how by faith Abraham could overcome despair, placing his hope in this world and could all the more place his hope in the kingdom of God. He purchased the land to affirm his hope in God’s leading for his generation. In today’s study, we further see Abraham displaying faith and trust through obeying God’s command, “Go from your country, your people and your father's household to the land I will show you...” through this command Abraham could find a wife for Isaac. Abraham could trust God’s provision for a wife. Through this passage, we will learn how God’s calling of Abraham shaped the way a wife for Isaac was obtained. We will learn how God works to answer our prayers. Marriage is a big decision, it is a lifelong decision, let us learn the faith of Abraham, his servant, the family of Rebekah and the personal faith of Rebekah who ultimately could say, “I will go.” Amen!

We see from verses 1, that firstly Abraham was now very old, and that secondly the lord had blessed him in every way. God fulfilled His blessing to bless Abraham, even though at this point in time, Abraham lost his wife, yet still, the word says Abram was blessed in every way. 1Abraham was now very old, and the Lord had blessed him in every way. Given that Abraham was very old and had a son, what was in his mind was God’s covenant, to make him into a great nation. However, for that to happen Isaac needed to have a wife. So we see in verses 2, that Abraham looks towards his senior servant in his household to assist. Look at verse 2-4, “2He said to the senior servant in his household, the one in charge of all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh. 3I want you to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living, 4but will go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac.” This was probably Eliezer, the most trusted, since he is the oldest serving and is in charge of all things. 

Abraham was extremely concerned that Isaac not marry a Canaanite,  and so pacing a hand under his thigh was an ancient custom, this described a solemn and serious oath. The servant was to go to Abraham’s country, to his relatives and get a wife for Isaac. The Canaanites where not believers, they were not people of the covenant. However, even where Abraham came from, they were not believers, however because of Abraham’s faith and obedience, he was able to influence his home country relatives. Through his faith they could partake in fulfilling God’s plan.  

Now after Abraham shared his request, Eliezer the servant had some questions. Look at verse 5-6, “5The servant asked him, “What if the woman is unwilling to come back with me to this land? Shall I then take your son back to the country you came from?” 6“Make sure that you do not take my son back there,” Abraham said.” This is an important question, in other words, Eliezer is asking, does it matter how Isaac gets married? Though its clear he should not marry the Canaanites, could he take Isaac back to Abraham’s homeland for marriage. Abraham’s response was, look at verse 7-8, “7“The Lord, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my father’s household and my native land and who spoke to me and promised me on oath, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give this land’—he will send his angel before you so that you can get a wife for my son from there. 8If the woman is unwilling to come back with you, then you will be released from this oath of mine. Only do not take my son back there.” The promised land was central to Abraham, sending Isaack back to his homeland would undermine faith in God’s promised land. And so Abraham believed that the Lord will help Eliezer find Isaac a wife. The only condition this will all fail is when the woman herself is not willing to come back with Eliezer. Free will, the lord does not force anyone. Someone once said, it is better not just pray for God to reveal his will, but pray that when God does reveal his will you are able willing to obey and accept His leading. It only after this clarity was made by Abraham that the servant could take the oath and place his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham [9].  

The servant did not waste time, he left and took ten of his master’s camels, loaded them with some goodies and set out to Naharaim to the town called Nahor. He went straight to the well, it was towards evening, the time the women go out to draw water [10-11].  

Humanly speaking the women who come to the well would mostly be well behaved or morally good and responsible to serve their families. However, though he servant strategically placed himself to be around such women, he did not mainly rely on this strategy. Look at verse 12, “12Then he prayed, “Lord, God of my master Abraham, make me successful today, and show kindness to my master Abraham.” By praying means that, he relied on God to find a wife for Isaac. Let us look closely at his prayer. Look at verse 14, “14May it be that when I say to a young woman, ‘Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels too’—let her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown kindness to my master.” This was not an easy thing that could done by any woman. Especially to give water to ten camels, one camel can take up to 75 liters of water. A bucket can be about 10 Liters, so that can be about 75 trips in order to water the camels. However, it was humanly possible. His request was not some fire from heaven or something of that nature. The servant also said, by this I will know. Now guys listen to this, Abraham’s servant cared nothing about the woman’s appearance. He wanted a woman of character, a woman whom God had chosen. 

Look at verse 15-16, “Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who was the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor. 16The woman was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever slept with her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up again.” Before he even finished praying, the woman came through. However, the servant did not simply sit back and just watch. He acted, he hurried to her and asked, “Please give me a little water from your jar. [17]” Prayer did not take away his responsibility to act. 

Rebekha gave the servant water to drink and even offered to water all his camels too, until they had enough to drink [18-20]. The man observed all this without saying a word, confirming that indeed the lord is answering his prayer. After camels were finished drinking, he proceeded to the next steps, to ask for Rebekha’s family background and a room to stay for the night. Look at her response in verse 24-25, “She answered him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milkah bore to Nahor.” 25And she added, “We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as room for you to spend the night.” It was clear that the lord had indeed answered his prayer. What was his response, look at verse 26-27, “Then the man bowed down and worshiped the Lord, 27saying, “Praise be to the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my master. As for me, the Lord has led me on the journey to the house of my master’s relatives.” He worshiped the lord, because God had led him to find Abraham a wife. He relied on God and the lord came through. This does fill a heart with joy and worship. 

Rebekha also ran home to tell them about these things. When her brother Laban, saw the gifts on Rebekha and heard what Rebekha said about their interaction. He hurried to meet the man and even offered him a place for the night [28-32]. Look at verse 33, “Then food was set before him, but he said, “I will not eat until I have told you what I have to say.” “Then tell us,” Laban said.” Though the servant was hungry, he did not allow the comfort and enjoyment of the food, distract him from his main mission. He put his master’s request before his own ease or comfort. Charles Spurgeon once said, “when a man begins to think more of his eating than of doing the will of God, he ceases to be a true-hearted minister.” I guess same applies to leaders of the land, something we see from our politicians. Most importantly me and you, are we prioritizing our comfort and easy going life over the mission God has given you and me?  

So the servant told Laban that he was Abraham’s servant. Revealed how God had blessed Abraham with wealth, that he has a son and all this wealth would be his. This means that, Isaac had provision and was ready to provide for a wife [34-36]. Most importantly, the servant revealed the oath he made to Abraham and how the lord worked to find Rebekah as a suitable helper (wife) for Isaac [37-41]. The servant revealed his prayer at the well, look at verse 42-44,  “When I came to the spring today, I said, ‘Lord, God of my master Abraham, if you will, please grant success to the journey on which I have come. 43See, I am standing beside this spring. If a young woman comes out to draw water and I say to her, “Please let me drink a little water from your jar,” 44and if she says to me, “Drink, and I’ll draw water for your camels too,” let her be the one the Lord has chosen for my master’s son.’” Rebekah all this without knowledge of the prayer points [45-47]. key points in his testimony, “The LORD has greatly blessed my master.”, “The LORD guided me.” “The LORD prospered my way.” All his testimony points to is that, God was leading and God provided. The servant fully relied in God for an outcome, firstly, he did not hide the condition of the oath, he revealed the conditions of the oath, look at verse 41, “You will be released from my oath if, when you go to my clan, they refuse to give her to you then you will be released from my oath.” This means Laban and family where free to decide. He was not there to persuade them through any human means, but rather to present to them, the indisputable hand of God in all of this. The servant did not come to impose, use human persuasion, or force his way, and certainly, the lord also does not force anyone, It would entirely be upon them to decide. Secondly, the servant demands a decision from the family, look at verse 49, “Now if you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn.” The servant is confident to press for a decision, either they accept or they refuse, he will not persuade any outcome. He presses for a decision, he presses for an ultimatum, because his confidence is in God’s provision. He is not driven by fear but confidence in the lord. 

This is unfortunate in our times, Christian women would be in long term relationships with so called Christian men, and still fearful to press for a clear direction for their relationships. Whether the guy is in for marriage or not. Some it is fear of pushing away the guy. The Christian men drag these relationships with no confidence towards a decision of commitment towards marriage. These women and men fail at this because their trust is based on themselves, their feelings and human based strategies. Yet this is the dating model that is promoted among Christians. The question is, how can this be of God, or even be Christian if God is not placed at the center of it all? he is simply made to be like a vending machine, an add on, there is generally no full confidence in his leading and that it is him who truly provides. In fact usually, the marriage decision in a Christian life reveals a lot of where our faith is. Somehow, when it comes to marriage lot of Christians say, it is my marriage, as if to say, it is my life. Basically saying that, this one, God cannot handle, I will handle it. Yet though marriage itself, is an institution that God himself created. It can only be foolishness to now believe and think, this one I will handle on my own. It is totally unbblical. This kind of dating only leads people to learn how not to commit, it trains towards the opposite of what marriage requires. It is my prayer, that we are inspired by Abraham’s servant in search for a suitable partner and if you not yet ready for marriage, to start praying. To start surrendering your will to the will  of God so you can place God at the center for a marriage partner provision. Amen!        

Look at verse 50-51, “Laban and Bethuel answered, “This is from the Lord; we can say nothing to you one way or the other. 51Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her become the wife of your master’s son, as the Lord has directed.” Laban’s family could not dispute the testimony and accounts shared by the servant. All they say was, “take her and go.” This is absolutely amazing, how could they be willing to give away their daughter over a man they just met in few hours. They did not need years and years to check this and that. Usually parents are very protective of their daughters, yet they could say, “take her and go.” They could because, it was clear God was at work and so out of reverence for the lord, they could say, “take her and go.” They trusted God’s sovereignty.

Look at verse 52, “When Abraham’s servant heard what they said, he bowed down to the ground before the Lord.” This was because for him, all this was the work of God. It was God who provided Isaac a wife. He then brought the gifts and finally could now eat since the matter was settled [53-54]. Next day in the morning, the servant said to the family, “Send me on my way to my master.” There was a bit of an issue. Look at verse 55-56, “But her brother and her mother replied, “Let the young woman remain with us ten days or so; then you may go. 56But he said to them, “Do not detain me, now that the Lord has granted success to my journey. Send me on my way so I may go to my master.” To resolve this, they turned to Rebekah, after all, it was her marriage, it was her life that was being decided upon. She was the one to spend rest of her life with Isaac. Let us all read verse 58, “So they called Rebekah and asked her, “Will you go with this man?” “I will go,” she said.” How could she say, with such boldness, nothing like, please give some time to think, when God’s providential hand was made clear, through how things came to that point. She was confronted with a decision: do you go or not go? It is a choice she freely has. But she had to make it. How could she say, “I will go.” She could say, I will go by faith. Faith in the clear providential work of God. It was no longer the faith of Laban and her family, but a demand for her personal faith. She was resting her life, or giving her life to the will of God. Her willingness was remarkable, to leave everything she knew in order to be with a bridegroom she had never seen before. As Jesus once prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” [Luke 22:42]. She accepted Isaac by faith, as a man whom God had provided for her. Such things we can never fake, it is faith fully expressed in her action and decision not empty words and indecision. 

In conclusion, In all of this, we can see the God who works behind the scenes. God prepared the servant, God arranged the meeting. God confirmed the details. What was left was a decision of faith, both for the parents and Rebekah. I will go means, Lord I trust you, Lord I receive Isaac as your provision. Lord your choice for me, can only be good. As words says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. [Romans 8:28]” and also, Romans 10:11, “As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.”” May the lord plant faith in our hearts, to give our will to the will of God, to also say, “I will go.” And obey God’s leading. Are you at cross for marriage, “I will go”, is the lord been calling you to live a life of service before him so you may grow to be future husband or future wife of character, may our response be, “I will go!” Amen. 
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