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Do Not Despise Your Birthright
Genesis 25:19-34 (Key Verse 25:34)
Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left. So Esau despised his birthright.

Last week, we learned about the remarkable faith of Rebekha, who accepted to marry a man he did not know. Rebekah said, “i will go” by faith. Now, in today’s passage, Rebakah is married to Isaac; however, they face the first challenge: she cannot bear children. We learn of their patience and prayer life. Secondly, two nations fought in Rebekah’s womb, those who would follow a spiritual life and those who would follow a life of sin. Genesis 25 confronts us with a searching question about what we truly value. In Isaac’s family we see God’s promise, human weakness, long years of waiting, and finally a moment where something sacred is exchanged for something temporary. The story forces us to reflect carefully on our own lives: when pressure, desire, or opportunity comes, do we value what God has given us, or do we treat it lightly like Esau did with his birthright? Do we despise our birthright? May the Lord grant grace so we may not despise our birthright, Amen!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

[bookmark: 22][bookmark: 23]Isaac was 40 years old when he married Rebekah [19-20]. Look at verse 21, “21Later, Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. And the LORD heard his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived.” To be barren and not conceive children is a very serious matter in the family. It is a sensitive issue, most especially for a woman. Because generally she finds her identity in child bearing. It is one of her primary functions as a woman, to bear children. So when bareness hits, it can be very devastating, emotionally, spiritually and physically. Moreover, was not Isaac the son of the promise, the son of the covenant? Was not he the one to continue where Abraham left off and grow the covenant nation? Is not child bearing central to this continuation, yet still we find the family struck with barrenness.

In other words the bareness created tension between God’s promises and present reality. This was not something new, even Serah and Abraham had similar issue even though the lord kept saying Abraham will be blessed into a great nation. How did Isaac and his family respond? Isaac prayed on behalf of his wife Rebekah. To pray on behalf of Rebekah, means that, Isaac led his home in prayer. This was not for 6 months or some few years, they prayed for 20 years, because when Rebekah conceived, Isaac was 60 years old. A whole 20 years in prayer though they were the family of the promise, covenant family. Why does the lord do this, It seems God does this in order to illustration that his promises are fulfilled not by human ability but by divine intervention. Through much patience and prayer God could intervene and fulfil his promise. 

[bookmark: 24]When we about to think that life would now run smoothly, another issue erupted during her pregnancy. Verse 22 tells us that the children inside her struggled with each other, and she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So Rebekah went to inquire of the LORD. This struggled within her was not normal foetal movement. There was severe physical pain and abnormal nature of the pregnancy. This created confusion about how this suffering fit with God’s covenant promises to Isaac. Or even fear that something might be wrong with the pregnancy or the promise. 

[bookmark: 25]Rebekah did not sit around and complain, she did not go an consult with masangoma. she went and enquired of the lord, let us all read verse 23 for the lords response, “23and He declared to her: “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.” The twins would become the ancestors of two nations: Israel (from Jacob) and Edom (from Esau). Their descendants would become distinct and often opposing peoples. “The older shall serve the younger.” This declaration reveals God’s sovereign choice, later explained in Epistle to the Romans 9:10–13. This decision was made before the children were born, emphasizing that God’s purposes stand independent of human works.

[bookmark: 28][bookmark: 29][bookmark: 30]And indeed when the two twins were born, the younger came out grasping the heal of the older and he was named Jacob. Since the first came out red and covered with hair, they named him Esau [24-26]. Look at verse 27 -28, “When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man who stayed at home. 28Because Isaac had a taste for wild game, he loved Esau; but Rebekah loved Jacob.”

[bookmark: 31][bookmark: 32][bookmark: 33][bookmark: 34]Look at verse 29 – 33 , “29One day, while Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the field and was famished. 30He said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stew, for I am famished.” (That is why he was also called Edom. 31“First sell me your birthright,” Jacob replied. 32“Look,” said Esau, “I am about to die, so what good is a birthright to me?” 33“Swear to me first,” Jacob said. So Esau swore to Jacob and sold him the birthright.” What is a birthright? Leadership of the family and clan after the father’s death. A double portion of the inheritance (Deut. 21:17). 	In the case of Isaac’s family, it also carried the spiritual privilege of the Abrahamic covenant promises.

This then reveals a lot about Esau and Jacob. Jacob clearly valued the covenant blessing and inheritance. Such that he even used this opportunity to obtain the birth right.  Though he used his human ability and took advantage of Esau. He did not rely on waiting on the lord by faith, but used human tactics. Esau on the other hand also did not value the birthright. His decision was Immediate, was based on physical appetite and Impulsiveness.  He had a disregard for long-term spiritual value. Though it was not really their characters that resulted in God choosing Jacob over Esau. However, it appears that God made the right choice. 

Worse part, let us all read verse 34, “34Then Jacob gave some bread and lentil stew to Esau, who ate and drank and then got up and went away. Thus Esau despised his birthright.” The bible says Esau actually despised his birthright. There is a text emphasize that, he despised his birthright, meaning he treated it as something worthless. He did not say birthright I hate, but rather, by his lifestyle, but what he valued, what he prioritized in his life, he despised his birthright. That he failed to see its value. Esau lived for immediate gratification rather than spiritual priorities. He treated sacred things carelessly and irreverently.

I believe all things in terms of powers can be broken into two, a power that propels evil and a power that propels holiness. From beginning we know of the kingdom of God and the kingdom of devil. I believe there are these two forces working in this world. In our passage we have Esau whose nation would later propel enmity towards Jacob, Jacob later on we shall see, is from whom the nation of Israel comes from. And these two nations though come from same mother, where at enmity towards one another. Just like Satan, he was actually an angel of God, who grew bitter and jealous towards God. That is why even today, some of the most deed seated hatred is between family members. 

Question for us is, which nation to we fall under? Are we with Esau or are we with Jacob? Through the line of Jacob, we have Judah, out of Judah, we have the coming of Jesus Christ. Who is the horn of our salvation. As we shall be reminded through our Easter Bible Conference, Jesus died for our sin. We are born sinners, born hating the things of God, born despising the things of God. However, through Jesus Christ, we became born again, we have been giving a new birthright. All by the grace of God. It was not dependant on our good works. However, we are now born into a new inheritance, a new covenant, born into a new promise, born into a new living hope. Through Jesus we have inherited a precious spiritual blessing. It does not matter what family background we come from,  or the sinful life we lived before, who raised us or who are parents are, through Jesus we have been given a new birthright. Amen!

Ephesians 1:3-14, shows us a treasury of riches that is ours by birthright in Jesus: we have been given every spiritual blessing, the blessing of being chosen in Jesus, adoption into God’s family, complete acceptance by God in Jesus, redemption from our slavery to sin, true and total forgiveness, the riches of God’s grace, the revelation and knowledge of the mystery of God’s will, an eternal inheritance and the guarantee of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Far too many neglect or trade away this birthright for cheap entertainment, momentary popularity, or passing pleasures. Do we value our birthright? Whatever your answer is, how do you know you value a spiritual birthright you obtained through Jesus? Do you value spiritual things more than you value material things? Do you value prayer over your human capabilities? How is your life, are you living a life sin? Indulging willingly into sin, living a life of sin? 

One minister of the word said, “History shows that men prefer illusions to realities, choose time rather than eternity, and the pleasures of sin for a season rather than the joys of God forever. Men will read trash rather than the Word of God, and adhere to a system of priorities that leaves God out of their lives. Multitudes of men spend more time shaving than on their souls, and multitudes of women give more minutes to their makeup than to the life of the eternal spirit. Men still sell their birthright for a mess of food.” Like Esau, who valued only material things, so a spiritual birthright meant little to him when his stomach was hungry. It is very sad, that men and women despise their birthright given through Jesus Christ. They still attend Church and may do weekly bible studies, they even may be sharing with others the word of God. However, their lifestyle are lifestyles that continue to spit at the cross of Jesus. They continue live a life that does not value what Jesus achieved for them on the cross. They choose to live for temporary pleasures of sin. And among our young people, fornication is rampant. Dating has been a popular thing, where young people risk their birthright through indulging in ways that could only lead to sexual sin outside marriage. The issue people date while there is no prospects of marriage in the horizon. So why date? What is this dating with no clear intention for marriage? And even if its for marriage why indulge in sexual sin and live as though all is ok? Can you really say you value your spiritual birthright?

I thank God that early on in my life his word touched my heart. Through Romans 10:9-10 which says,  that if you confess with your mouth that "Jesus is Lord" and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. I could confess Jesus as lord in my life. That journey started while I was in middle school. However, through university I entertained dating and fell into sexual sin. The word that lived in me could allow me to continue that kind of life. And through that sin, Jesus revealed himself on the more to me. For the first time, I understood why Jesus had to die on the cross. All along, I would hear Jesus died for our sin on the cross. However, for most part of my life I had regarded myself as a righteous person. I was loved by the teachers in my high school, my parents also loved me, everyone was pleased with me. So I could understand, when the bible would say, Jesus died for my sin. However, through God’s word God, could reveal through my sexual sin, that I was a wrenched sinner, that I was the worst of sinners. I could value all the more what Jesus did for me on the cross, I could see how loved I was by God. When I realized that, I could not detest my birthright, I clung on my birthright by choosing to separate with the lady. It was not easy since I liked her so much, however, I had to choose what was more valuable. I clung to my birthright by choosing to confess my sin before others and repentance. Through the grace of God, I chose to value my spiritual inheritance that was brought about the painful dearth of Jesus on the cross. Not that I am perfect, however, it is my prayer that I may never stop to repent of sin when God through his word makes it clear to me that I am sinning. It is my prayer that I value my birthright, through my marriage, how I raise my children, how I lead this ministry and how I go about my secular job, Amen!

Esau in verse 33 says, “Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to me?” he uses dearth as his motivation, that since am about to die, what good is the birthright to me? Even in our time, death has become a motivation not to value what Jesus did for us on the cross. We people say, I need to enjoy this before I die, I need to make lots of money before I die, death is at the center of it. Even though Jesus said, I am the resurrection and life. So by not trusting Jesus to raise us one day from the death, we choose to indulge in sin and despise our spiritual birthright. It my prayer that we may come to Easter Confer, that we may renew our faith in the risen Jesus, claim back our birthright, by repenting from a life of sin. 

In conclusion, In the end, Genesis 25 leaves us with a solemn warning and a gracious invitation. Esau despised his birthright and exchanged something sacred for something temporary, yet through Jesus Christ God has given us a far greater inheritance redemption, forgiveness, adoption into God’s family, and the promise of eternal life (Eph. 1:3–14). The question therefore is not whether a birthright exists, but whether we truly value it. Are you trading the cross for a bowl of stew? Jesus paid a huge price so me and you can have a spiritual birthright. As we approach Easter and remember the costly sacrifice of Christ, it is my prayer that we may not live like Esau who valued only the moment, but rather repent, renew our faith in the risen Lord, and hold firmly to the precious spiritual inheritance that God has given us by grace. Amen!
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