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I am With You Always
Luke 24:1-12, Matthew 28:16-20 (key verse 20b)
“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”

On Saturday, we learned of Jesus crucifixion, Jesus was condemned in our place. We also learned of Jesus prayer on the cross, father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. Jesus died on the cross, all because of our sin. For the Wages of sin is death. However, in today’s passage we are reminded that Jesus’ life does not end in death. Because of the risen Jesus, this message will focus on two points, firstly, what the resurrection of Jesus means. And secondly, the life direction and promise Jesus left for those who would follow him. We will look at what Jesus said to his disciples before ascending into heaven. What was Jesus’ last words to his disciples? It is my prayer that we may experience the risen Jesus newly and personally in our lives. Jesus is with you and me always. Amen!

Part I: Jesus is Risen

[bookmark: 8]When the women went to his tomb to place some spices over his body, they found the tomb open and the message from the angel was, “6He is not here; He has risen! Remember how He told you while He was still in Galilee: 7‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’” This was not by accident or coincidence, the angel said, “Remember how he told you while he was still In Galilee.” Their current reality of the risen Jesus was all according to the scriptures. It was not a coincidence, but the very fulfilment of the word of God. 

[bookmark: 46][bookmark: 47]However, in this life it is easy to fall into disbelief and doubt. Look at verse 38-39, “Why are you troubled,” Jesus asked, “and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at My hands and My feet. It is I Myself. Touch Me and see for a spirit does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” The risen Jesus was not some mental concept like father Christmas, they could physically verify his risen body from the dead. He even later asked to have some food. Jesus fully rose from the dead in full bodily form.  Jesus helped them in their disbelieve, Look at verse 44-45, Jesus said to them, “These are the words I spoke to you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.” 45Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.” This shows that our hope to have faith in the risen Jesus is the word of God. May we study God’s word and God will help us understand. Amen!

[bookmark: 48][bookmark: 49]Every weekend people are buried at various cemeteries, however, as we speak Jesus does not have a tomb where he is buried in. Because Jesus has risen. However, what does the resurrection of Jesus mean? Look at verse 46-47, “And He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and in His name repentance and forgiveness of sins will be proclaimed to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem.” This means that, because Jesus is risen, my sin and your sin no longer have power over us. The wages of sin is death, and Jesus died because my sin and your sin imputed upon Jesus. However, his resurrection means that death has no hold on him to keep him dead. It means the power of sin is no longer in operation. 

The resurrection of Jesus testifies and ceals, God’s forgiveness in our lives. Now what is the implication of this? Look at verse 47 once again, “and in His name repentance and forgiveness of sins will be proclaimed to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem” It means that, I can repent of sin before God. The resurrection of Jesus gives me a powerful ability and power to repent. Because in Jesus sin has lost its power. This is indeed good news, wonderful news. This is the amazing grace of God upon your life and mine. This means that through the living Jesus I can live a life of repentance and experience God’s forgiveness anytime. Through Jesus I can forgive others since I too experienced God’s forgiveness. Like shd Ivan message, I can look at others as though they too did not know what they were doing. 

Part II: I Am With you Always

When the disciples saw the risen Jesus on the mountain they worshipped him. We only worship God, this means that the Lord Jesus is our God, we worship him as the Creator and risen Saviour. What did Jesus say to his disciples before ascending into heaven? What was Jesus’ last words to his disciples?
I will summarise in five points: All authority, Go, Baptise, Teach, With you always.
Firstly, All Authority, Look at verse 18b, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” In the post-modern age any authority is questioned and rejected. The reason is because people in authority use their authority to exploit others and enrich themselves. It is no surprise that we look at authority as corrupt and abusive. 

Jesus says, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me’ Jesus has all authority, his authority spans heaven and earth. Jesus has the supreme authority overall, there is no higher authority in the universe. 
How is Jesus’ authority different? Think about what happened on the cross? Jesus used his authority not to come down of the cross, but to die. Mark 10:45 tells us the kind of authority Jesus has, “45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Jesus uses his authority to save sinners.

Let’s submit our lives to King Jesus who has all authority in heaven and on earth. Let’s obey Jesus as the final and ultimate authority in our lives. Jesus is the one who tells us how to live in this world. Jesus gives the meaning of marriage; he is the one who gives meaning of life. Above all, God the Father has given Jesus all authority in heaven and on earth so that Jesus can be in control to govern all things: even history. Like the disciples on the mountain, let’s worship the Risen Jesus to whom the Father has given all authority in heaven and on earth.

Secondly, Go: Look at verse 19a, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations” Msn Jacob and his family came to Johannesburg South Africa as missionaries, they obeyed Jesus command to GO. Today through them God established this ministry.  

Does that mean all of us need to GO to a different country? No. When Jesus commands us to GO and make disciples of all nations, it means participate in God’s kingdom work on earth. Serve and love God’s people.  Under Jesus’ authority he sends us to GO to live as a community of believers in a world, to be a salt and a light that helps people to taste and see the kingdom of God.  

Thirdly, Baptise: Look at verse 19b, “baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” What is Baptism? Baptism is the sign and seal through which we are joined to Christ.
My baptism means that I am joined to Jesus Christ forever. …As I am baptised with water, the Lord Jesus, baptises me with his Spirit, washing away all my sins and freeing me from their control. My baptism is a sign that one day I will rise with Jesus in glory, and that even now I may walk with him, in newness of life. 

Baptism is Jesus’ command. When we baptise someone with water in public it is under the authority of the triune God, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. By the grace of God, today after service we will be having a baptism ceremony. 

Finally, I am With You, Always, Look at verse 20 “and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” When we think of Jesus who has all authority in heaven and on earth, we might get the impression that Jesus is far aloof, with the highest authority on the throne of God far away in heaven. So here we are left to our lonely selves to obey Jesus’ great commission to GO and make disciples of all nations, to baptise them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything Jesus had commanded. However, that is not the case, we are not left to ourselves. Jesus promises, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

We are weak and powerless, however, Jesus has all authority and more than that he promises to be with us always to the very end, so, in the power that Jesus provides, in His name and by His authority let’s obey Jesus’ command to live as his kingdom people, as a salt and a light in this world until Jesus’ returns. For one sure way to be guaranteed of Jesus present in our lives is to obey his commandment.

In conclusion, as we thank God for this beautiful conference, the venue, the people, the bible study, singing, we think about the theme of our conference, Forgiveness at the Cross.  I would like to close of with a picture. Have you ever felt lonely, have you ever felt abandoned or lost, or there is just a lot to do, you don’t know where to go, what to do. Like someone with their back-against the wall, you don’t know left or right, you can’t retreat. But all we can do is to look up, more than that, to hear Jesus’ word and the Father’s promise, “I am with you, always”. The Father’s love will not fail us. As Romans 8:38-39, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Let us take the Father’s hand, He is already holding ours, promising not to let go. We are safe and we will never be alone again, because the Risen Jesus promised, ‘I am With you, always’. Amen.
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