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THEY WORSHIPED THE RISEN JESUS!
Luke 24:36-53 (Key Verse: 52) 
“Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.”

During our Easter Bible Conference we learnt about how Jesus tried and condemned in our place, Jesus was mocked, tortured, spat on, he was crucified on the cross, he died for our sins. And on the third day he rose from the dead, conquering the power of sin and death. 

Now in in today’s passage we are going to witness Jesus who went to meet his disciples after his resurrection. Jesus came to meet with his disciples after the woman who had come to the tomb, learnt that he has risen, the angel of the Lord said to them: He is not here; he has risen. The woman reported to the eleven apostles, and they did not believe them, while Peter on the other hand ran to tomb and saw the strips of linen lying by themselves. Jesus appeared to two men who were his disciples while walking to a village called Emmaus. 

In today’s passage we are going to learn what Jesus discussed with the disciples when he met them. In the key verse we learn that after the meeting, Jesus ascended to heaven, and the eleven worshiped him. Therefore, we are going to learn what it means that they worshipped him.

May God have mercy on you and me to receive one word from the passage.

The passage today begins with Jesus who came to meet the disciples who wre talking about him, they were talking about the news that Jesus has risen. Why did Jesus come to the disciples? And what did he do? Jesus came to the disciples because he wanted them to meet him personally at his resurrection, this was important for their faith. Even for us, it is not sufficient for us to only know that Jesus has risen, we need to meet the risen Jesus personally. And so, Jesus came to meet the disciples. When Jesus came to meet the disciples, he said: ““Peace be with you.”  What does this mean? Why did Jesus say this? 

When Jesus was captured to be sentenced to death, all the disciples fled, Peter denied him 3 times. So, when they heard that Jesus has risen, guilt occupied their hearts, fear and anxiety occupied their hearts, that they betrayed Jesus. While filled with guilt, fear and anxiety, doubt also creeped in. When Jesus appeared before them, instead of being filled with joy, they were startled and frightened thinking they saw a ghost. News came to them that Jesus has risen, Jesus appeared before them and they were still filled with doubt. Jesus knew their problem, even for us, Jesus knows our problem. The problem that hinders us to have faith in the risen Jesus, the problem that hinders us to see that indeed Jesus has conquered the power of sin and death. The very problem that hinders us from worshiping Jesus Christ as our Lord and savior.  

To help the disciples and us, Jesus said Peace be with you. In saying this Jesus offered the disciples peace with God, peace that restored their relationship with him, offering them a blessing and forgiveness. In order to have faith in the risen Jesus we need to have personal encounter with Jesus, receive peace that restores us, and establishes a relationship with him. Peace that breaks the bondages of sin.

Furthermore, to help the disciples who were filled with doubts, Jesus gave them convincing proofs that he has risen. He gave them convincing proof based on facts. Jesus’ resurrection is not a myth, it is an event that took place, the very same Jesus who was pierced on the cross and killed, rose again to life. He rose into a full human body. And he demonstrated this in verse 39-43: “39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.”  41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. The one who came to visit the disciples was Jesus himself, it was not a ghost or his look alike, it was Jesus, their Shepherd who taught them words of God, the one who was hanged on the cross. In order to have faith in the risen Jesus Christ, and worship him, it is important to know that his resurrection is a fact, it took place. Knowing this allows us to see Jesus in a different way, not just as a teacher or prophet, but as the Son of God, who was slain.

After Jesus had revealed to the disciples based on facts, that it is he, and they recognised that it is he, he began to remind them about his teachings. Let us look at verse 44-45: 44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. Here Jesus emphasized that in order to have faith we need to know and understand the scriptures. Jesus opened the minds of the disciples so that they could understand the scriptures. While Jesus was with his disciples preaching the gospel, he told them many times that the Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations beginning at Jerusalem.

The disciples did not grasp this, and hence when Jesus was captured, they fled. But today when Jesus appeared to them, he opened their minds, and they could understand. Similarly, for us to have faith in the risen Jesus, and worship him, we need to pray and ask for his mercy so that we can have an understanding of the scriptures. It is one thing to know the Bible, but what matters is having an understanding, and this we can only get from Jesus himself, who is able to open our minds and inscribe his word of truth in our hearts. This does not mean we should read the Bible and say, Jesus will plant his word. Rather it means we should change our attitude when read the Bible, we must read it as though we are hearing it from Jesus and pray that he may open our hearts to receive his word deeply. And then, the risen Jesus will be planted in our hearts, taking away all confusion and leaving us no other choice but to worship him.

After Jesus had opened the hearts of the disciples, and planted the risen Jesus in their hearts, he gave them life direction. Let us look at verse 48-49:  48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” When Jesus met the disciples, some were fisherman, some tax collectors, their life did not give them meaning. But when they met Jesus, their life began to have meaning and purpose. When Jesus was captured, it all vanished, they scattered, they remained in hiding in fear of being killed, by the teachers of the law. But when the risen Jesus met them, and they recognised him, he restored them, he said you are witnesses. This means they were to be used as witnesses of Jesus, they were to be used to preach the gospel, they were to participate in the life saving mission of God. They no longer had to consider going back to a life of fishing, they were to be empowered with the holy spirit, be used to preach the gospel, establish the Christian church. 

Similarly to us, when we encounter the rise Jesus, our lives do not remain the same, Jesus himself fills our hearts with his great purpose and mission. He gives us a new life direction, the privilege to participate in his gospel ministry. When we have the risen Jesus, we become different beings, we develop fire to preach the gospel. Do you have this fire? If not, examine your heart, do you have the risen Jesus in heart or you just know that he has risen, but have no personal conviction or encounter of the risen Jesus. Jesus came to the disciples who were filled with guilt, fear and anxiety. Today as well, he is knocking at your door and my door, he wants to reveal himself to you and I, he wants us to have him engraved in our hearts, give us a new life. 

When Jesus had spoken to the disciples, he let them to the vicinity of Bethany, there he lifted his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up to heaven. When Jesus ascended to heaven, something amazing happened. Let us look at our key verse 52: “52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.” First the disciples worshiped Jesus, what does it mean they worshiped him? What does worship mean? To worship means devotion, reverence and adoration towards God. So, they recognised Jesus as God. They honoured Jesus as the Son of God, the lamb of God who was slain on the cross, the lamb without blemish. They gave praises to him. They worshiped him because he is worthy to be worshiped, he is worthy because he is the Son of God, he is worthy because only he could conquer the power of sin and death, he is worthy because he became sin to take away our sin. In our place he was crucified, he died and on the third day he rose again. Because he rose, he is worthy to be worshiped and so the disciples worshiped him.

As we are reminded of the death and resurrection of Jesus during this easter, may God help us that we may have the right response to the risen Jesus, by worshiping him. From passage we learnt that in order to have faith in Jesus and worship him, we need to meet him, encounter him, receive his peace that absorbs all guilt, fear and anxiety. We have learnt that in order to have faith and worship Jesus, we need to have an understanding of his word, let us pray that we may have the right attitude as we study the Bible, allow the word of God to be engraved in our hearts. And lastly, we have learnt that when have the risen Jesus, our lives become different, by grace we are given new direction, purpose and life mission. We are raised as witnesses of Jesus Christ; we are granted the privilege to participate in God’s lifesaving mission.  When the disciples considered all these, they worshiped and praised him. 

Not only that, but they also returned to Jerusalem with great joy. Not long ago, many of them probably swore that they will never return to Jerusalem, for their teacher was crucified there, they were afraid that the teachers of the law would come after them as well. But when they met the risen Jesus, everything changed, the Bible says, they returned to Jerusalem with great joy, fear turned to joy. They no longer saw a threat, but opportunity to glorify God in Jerusalem. Their lives were transformed because of the risen Jesus; they were courageous full of fire. They became like this because they personally met the risen Jesus, and they worshiped him. 

I thank God for helping me meditate on worshiping him, on Thursday evening I prayed that God may help me to forget about my problems, my sins and by faith I invited Jesus to reveal himself to me, I prayed for his mercy that I may truly see him for who he is, praise him, give glory to him and worship him. At that very moment Jesus revealed himself to me in whole other level, it was scripture that I already knew but it landed differently, it was like I was given a whole new understanding of who Jesus is. The lamb of God who was slain in my place, worthy to be worshiped. I pray that God may have mercy on me, to always meditate on the risen Jesus, praise him and worship him. Jesus has risen, he conquered the power of sin and death, because of him, sin and death have no power over me anymore. Jesus is worthy to be worshipped. The disciples worshipped him; they stayed continually at the temple and praised him.
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