M01 Special Lecture		Wits UBF
May 2026		South Africa
“HAVE FAITH IN GOD”
Mark 11:20-25 (Key Verse: 11:22)
Have faith in God,” Jesus answered.

The morning after Jesus cleansed the temple, He and His disciples passed by the fig tree He had cursed the day before. Peter, astonished, exclaimed, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered away” (Mark 11:21). The disciples were amazed by the miracle. But Jesus turned their gaze away from the withered branches and toward the living God. His answer was brief, “Have faith in God.” Through this passage today, we want to learn what it means to have faith in God. What did Jesus want the disciples to learn and what can we also learn? Who is this God whom Jesus tells us to have faith in? May God grant us one word in our hearts. Amen!

Before we can rightly hear the command of verse 22, let us look at the scene before it. Look at verses 20-21, “20In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21Peter remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!” The withered fig tree is not some magic trick. The day before, Jesus had come looking for fruit and found nothing but leaves. He cursed the tree, and overnight it died from the roots up.

Someone might say oh this poor fig tree, why does Jesus curse it? This was a living parable about Israel. A parable is an earthly story that has spiritual meaning. The temple was full of activity, full of religion, full of leaves, but Jesus walked through it and found no fruit. He cleansed it, He wept over it, and now He pronounced judgment in symbol upon the fruitless faith of His own people. The lesson begins with judgment before it ever moves to prayer. Genuine faith is not first about getting what we want from God, it is about being the kind of people who actually bear fruit for Him. The temple like the fig tree had a good appearance but was fruitless. And so Jesus will judge the temple. 

While the disciples were focused on the dried fig tree, Jesus helped them focus on the object of faith. How did Jesus respond to their amazement of the dried cursed fig tree. Let us all read verse 22, “Have faith in God, Jesus answered”. “Have faith in God.” Four words. The Greek wording may be rendered literally as “have the faith of God,” meaning a faith that takes God Himself as its object and foundation. Jesus does not say, “Be amazed at the miracle.” He does not say, “Look how strong your belief can be.” He directs every disciple, in every age, to the One in whom faith rests.

The object of faith matters infinitely more than the amount of faith. A small faith in a great God will move mountains. A mountain of faith in a small god will move nothing. There is a beautiful example of this in Romans 4:20-21, Abraham was “strengthened in faith, giving glory to God” because he was “fully convinced that, what He [God] had promised He [God] was also able to perform”. His confidence was not in himself or what he sacrificed. It was in the God who keeps covenant.

Jesus then says something remarkable, look at verses 23-24, 23“Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. 24Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

We must read these verses with Scripture in our other hand. For example, 1 John 5:14 says, “This is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us”. Also James 4:3 says, “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” In Matthew 6:10, our Lord Himself taught us to pray, “Your will be done”. The promise of verse 24 is not that God hands us a blank cheque. It is not that God is a vending machine. The promise is that believing prayer, offered in submission to His sovereign will, never returns empty.

True faith trusts God’s ability, submits to God’s wisdom, and perseveres when the answer is delayed. Sometimes God moves the mountain. Sometimes He gives us grace to climb it. Sometimes, He shows us that the mountain was never the real problem. In every case, our Father is good, and our prayers are heard. What mountains are we facing? In our country high crime rates and brutality, poor political leadership and decisiveness, the love of money, fear of marriage, fear of bringing children into this world, human trafficking, gender based violence, the pornography industry, to name a few. Then there is the power of sin in our own hearts, through which the devil works to enslave us to evil. Many young people are bound by a darkness they do not understand and cannot control. Who can set us and them free? Jesus says to us, “Have faith in God.” Almighty God liberates us from sin through Jesus Christ and enables us to stand against evil and serve him without fear. Let us have faith in our mighty God, face our exams by faith, serve our families by faith, be productive at our workplaces , business adventures and proclaim the gospel boldly in our times!, 

To speak God’s words in power, we must overcome doubt. In verse 23 Jesus said, “… and does not doubt in his heart but believes….” When we try to speak God’s words in power, strangely doubt arises in our hearts: “Will my Bible study be effective? Is it really possible to raise disciples of Jesus among students within my lifetime? Can God turn South Africa and Africa into a Bible-believing and missionary-sending nation?” We don’t try to doubt but doubts just pop up. The more we struggle not to, the more doubts arise in us. Where does it come from? It is not psychological, it is the devil’s work.

In Genesis 3, we see how the devil destroyed man’s happiness. What method did he use? He subtly distorted God’s word and planted doubt about God’s love. He tried to portray God as a manipulator. It was not easy for the woman to discern the devil’s work; she fell into doubt and disobeyed God. Then her worldview changed from God-centered to self-centered. In fact, she was deceived and fell under Satan’s control. Here we should acknowledge that doubt is Satan’s powerful weapon. When we begin to doubt God’s truth and his love, we become powerless. In order to speak God’s word with power, we need to have faith in God. Because God is our strength and power. 

Let us look at verse 25 to hear what Jesus continues to say, “25And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” Notice how quickly Jesus moves from praying to forgiving. “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.” This is not an afterthought. However, how is it all related? It is because forgiveness is the heart-test of every soul that claims to trust God.

How can we ask God to deal with us in mercy while we deal with our brother in bitterness? How can we cling to grace with one hand and to grudges with the other? The forgiven become forgivers. A heart that truly rests in the mercy of God will reflect the mercy of God. Unforgiveness is not a small thing, it chokes prayer, dims assurance, and reveals a faith that has not yet drunk deeply from the well of the gospel.

I thank God for this passage, it is a reminder to me about faith. We as believers always talk about faith, have faith in God. However, I am reminded that, faith has an object. And that object is not me. Otherwise, my faith is powerless. Jesus helped the disciples place their faith in God. He helped them focus on God. The disciples did not even need to look any further, to know God. Right before them, Jesus showed them that He is God, he will judge those who do not bear fruit, most especially those who claim to be religious. God’s judgement will begin at the house of God, 1 Peter 4:17 says, “For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household, and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?” Jesus is God, he is the object of my faith. My faith should not be based on how I live my Christian life, my religious activities, or even my believes. Jesus alone is the object of my faith, because Jesus is the true living God. And I am thankful that, through His mercy and grace, Jesus opened my heart to receive the gospel of salvation. I stand here as a forgiven child of God, all my sins are forgiven through what Jesus did for me on the cross. May I never forget who Jesus is, what he has done for me so that I may always have a forgiving and merciful heart, in order to retain my relationship with Jesus through prayer. 

Though recently, whenever I pray, I have found myself praying out of routine. Not much confidence in believing that what I would be praying for will be fulfilled. For example, one of our relatives is a young boy who has grown to become mischievous. He dropped out of school, got himself into drugs, starting stealing people’s properties. As I speak he is even wanted by the community so they may avenge all what he has wronged them with. Whenever I used to pray for him, I am realizing was not really in faith. It was as though I was praying because I was wishing that he would change. As though by praying, I was satisfying myself that I was doing something about it. As though the object of my faith was the goodness of my heart. This was not praying in accordance to verse 24, which says, “24Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” I now realize that, it was because my prayers were not based on Jesus teaching, Jesus says, “Have faith in God.” That means my confidence and full trust should rely on Jesus. Because it is who is the true judge, it is Jesus who has mercy and grace to all sinners. There are other prayer topics related to ministry, work and family. Where I need to repent, rather than having faith that rest in human strength, I should listen to Jesus, “Have faith in God.” It is my prayer that, when I do pray I do not pray habitually, but be intentional, believing in Jesus and pray with the faith of Jesus, because is Lord and judge. May God help me be full of grace and mercy, to be quick to forgive, so that I may not rob myself of experiencing the power of Jesus through prayer. Amen!  

In Conclusion, Jesus said, “Have faith in God.” Not faith in your faith. Not faith in your feelings. Not faith in your formulas. Faith in the living God who cursed a fig tree, cleansed a temple, went to a cross, and rose from a tomb. The power of faith is not found in the believer but in the God in whom the believer trusts. So this week, when you face your mountain, your exams, the broken relationship, the financial fear, the wayward child, family issues, health issues, the long-delayed answer, do not look first at the size of your faith. Look at the size of your God. Bow your head. Soften your heart toward those who have wronged you. And in the quiet confidence of a child speaking to a Father, pray. Jesus hears. He is able. And He is good. May the Lord grant us all such faith, for His glory and our joy. Amen.
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