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DO NOT LOVE THE WORLD
1 John 2:15-27 (Key Verse: 15)
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them.

Today’s passage is on, “Do not love the world or anything in the world.” When you hear that, what do you feel? It sounds hard to accept. Does it mean “we can’t enjoy anything anymore?” What about our dreams and goals? Does it mean we should not have such things in this world? When I was doing the bible study, at the beginning, it really felt like that. The issue is that, there are so many enjoyable and attractive things in this world. Most especially in South Africa, where we are not experiencing wars. Yes there is high level of unemployment, crime and societal issues. However, South Africa still attracts a lot of foreign nationals, indicating that somehow, it is a country that provides hope for a better future. In this environment it can be easy to say and think “We don’t really need the kingdom of heaven.” But right in the middle of all this, God speaks to us today and says, “Do not love the world.” Through this message we want to learn, what does that really mean? And how can we practically live it out in our daily lives? May the lord grant us one clear word in our hearts. Amen!

Let us all read the key verse together, verse 15, “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them.” What does it mean, “Do not love the world or anything in the world”? Firstly, before we attempt to look at what it means, let us look at what it does not mean. There are two common misinterpretations we need to avoid.

First, there is an ascetic interpretation. This is the idea that Christians must literally leave the world and separate themselves from society. It leads people to form isolated communities and live a monastic life. If you go to Pennsylvania in the US, you can see Amish communities. They try to separate themselves from the influence of a sinful world by living very simple, humble lives. They avoid modern technology like television, the internet, and smartphones. I respect their way of life and their strong sense of community. But I don’t think this is what the Apostle John is teaching here.

Second, there is a legalistic interpretation. Sometimes people try to define “worldliness” by making a list and then telling everyone, “You must not do this and that.” For example, in the early 20th century in America, churches said, “Christians should not go to the theater. It’s too worldly.” But today, most churches wouldn’t say that anymore. In the mid-20th century, churches didn’t allow drums in worship. People thought, “Worship has to be quiet and formal to be holy.” But now? Drums are everywhere. People clap, raise their hands, and even dance. Worship has become much more expressive and joyful. Another example is politics. Some people said, “Christians should completely stay away from politics.” So they just ignored everything happening in society. But a legalistic interpretation is not the right understanding of “Do not love the world.”

To understand this command correctly, we need to be clear about what John means by “the world” in this passage. The word, “world” comes from the Greek word, kosmos. It refers to a fallen system, corrupted by sin, turned away from God, and under the influence of evil. In other words, it is an organized, active system of evil operating under Satan's influence and in rebellion against God. And so we are called not to love the world as a fallen system that stands against God.

Now why is this so important? It is because “If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them.” Loving the world and loving the Father are not compatible. God is light, and Satan is darkness. We can’t say, “I’m walking in the light…but also a little bit in the darkness.” If we truly love God, we cannot love this fallen world. If we find ourselves loving the evil world, it shows that the love of the Father is not filling our hearts. So we need to examine ourselves carefully. What do I really love? It is very easy to be deceived. We may love the sinful world and still think that we love God. Galatians 6:7 says: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.” God knows the desires of our hearts. So we must come before Him honestly. We must confess our love for the world and sincerely repent. Then we need to make a clear decision to love God alone.

The bible helps us identify the condition of our hearts. Look at verse 16, “16For all that is in the world the desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes, and the pride of life is not from the Father but from the world.” Let’s take a moment to look at what each of these means. First, the lust of the flesh. The word “lust” here comes from the Greek word epithymia, which means a strong desire. In a negative sense, it can be translated as “lust.” Now, desire itself is not the problem. Without desire, we could not survive. Hunger, for example, is a desire. If you don’t feel hungry, you wouldn’t eat, and that would be a serious problem. Sleep is also a desire. Go some days without proper sleep or ask a pregnant woman, you will know how precious sleep is. And what about sexual desire? God has given it to us as a blessing, part of love in marriage, and His command to “be fruitful and multiply.” So these desires are important. But the problem begins when desire goes in the wrong direction, when it becomes distorted, uncontrolled, and turns into lust.

Our bodies are good because God created them. When the word “flesh” is used negatively, it refers to our fallen nature, the tendency to live according to our own desires without God. So the lust of the flesh is the sinful desire to live according to our own cravings rather than God’s will. For example, appetite is a good desire, but over-eating or alcohol addiction is not. Sexual desire is also given by God, but when it goes outside of God’s design, it turns into sin. This fallen world promotes distorted desires that go against God’s will. Instead of living with self-control and obedience to God’s Word, following the lust of the flesh leads us into sin.

Second, the lust of the eyes. We see and interpret the world through our eyes, so our eyes are closely connected to our values. For example, when looking at a woman or a man, a person with a spiritual perspective will see someone made in God’s image. But someone with a worldly perspective may see that person as an object of lust. Today, many temptations come through our eyes. We live in a flood of media. Through TV, computers, and mobile phones, we watch YouTube, Netflix, TikTok, Instagram, and so many other forms of content. In a time like this, it is very easy to fall into the lust of the eyes.

Third, the pride of life. Here, “pride” refers to boasting, exaggeration, and showing off. So the pride of life is an attitude that elevates ourselves, taking pride in our life, our possessions, and our status. People like to boast about things like money, career, education, appearance, and achievements. Some even find satisfaction in thinking, “I’m better than that person.” Some have strong insecurities due to their upbringing in this world. And so when they see others praised, they feel unworthy and can even become bitter at those praised. They only want themselves to receive praise, and so if they are able, they can make the lives of others horrible. The pride of life is also so visible on social media platforms. People usually post only their best moments, pictures at fine restaurants, luxury streets in Dubai, large homes with pools, or posing in front of expensive cars with designer bags. Many people are living for what others will see. They become tied to likes, views, and followers. And those who see these posts often feel envy. Very few people share the ordinary or difficult parts of their lives. This is the reality we live in. 

The pride of life has become very normal in our society. But it pushes God out of the center and puts ourselves there instead. It leads us to present a false version of ourselves as if it were true. It also causes us to compare ourselves with others, leading to either pride or insecurity. In the end, we begin to value the things of this world more than God.

However, why should we not value and love the things of this world? The pride of life, the lust of the eyes, and the lust of the flesh? These things actually feel good, humanly speaking. Verse 17 tells us that we should not love the world, because, “17The world is passing away, along with its desires; but whoever does the will of God remains forever.” So we need to have this clear spiritual perspective. The things of this world are temporary, they will not last. But the one who does the will of God will live forever. The Bible clearly teaches us what to love and what not to love. We are called to love God and love our neighbors. But we should not love the world or anything in the world. Then how can we live this kind of life? We cannot do this by our own strength. Because the world is an organized system of evil to get us far away from God. We need God’s grace and power. We need to repent, accept Jesus, and be born again by the Holy Spirit. When we are born again, we become a new creation. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” Our desires begin to change. Through the study of the word of God, we can challenge our minds, repent and be renewed in Christ Jesus. 

As a community of believers, how can we live in this world. Jesus prayer in John 17:16, he says, “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.” We are not called to turn our backs on the world and run away into the mountains. Some people may feel like the world is too corrupted, that is best we go live far away in the mountains. You try to get a drivers lincence you have to pay moola. You caught by the police you get free by paying moola. Money has become the new law. Some people have even decided not to marry and have children because of the corruption and evil in this world. They worry for the children they would bring into this world. I mean right now we are watching Mahlanga Commission where it is our very police officers involved with crime. Men and women who are meant to uphold the law and protect the citizens of the country. Are the ones working with criminals. 

We too find ourselves having to comply with the fallen system simply because everybody is following the system. Such that these days, when someone does what is right, they appear to be heros. What used to be normal is now seen as amazing. Because we have become corrupted. So the purpose of this fallen system is to get us to conform to its values and ways. And for Christians, Jesus prayer is clear, that though we may be in this world, we are not of this world. Your goals and life desires may be in this world, but should not be of this world. 

We are called to speak God’s truth to the injustice of this world. We are called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. We are called not to follow the ways of the world, but to live by the way of God’s kingdom. It is a community where people honestly confess their sins and experience restoration. It is a loving community where people genuinely care for one another in both word and action. It is a community that serves and sacrifices for one another. It is a missional community where people follow Jesus as His disciples and share His gospel to the end of the world. 

Though the world and its desires pass away, the world still has powerful attraction through false teachings. As Christians we need to discern truth from lies and hold on to the truth. In verses 18-23 John gives us practical ways. Look at verse 18, “18Children, it is the last hour; and just as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have appeared. This is how we know it is the last hour.” The last hour began with the first coming of Jesus and will last until he comes again (Heb 1:2). We are living in the last minutes of the last hour. The term antichrist means both “against Christ” and “in place of Christ.” the spirit of antichrist is any teaching that diminishes, distorts, or rejects the true identity of Jesus. Look at verse 22-23, “Who is the liar, if it is not the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, who denies the Father and the Son. 23Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father, but whoever confesses the Son has the Father as well.” This tells us that the Father and the Son are one. Without knowing the Son, no one knows the Father. Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (Jn 14:9).

Have you noticed that people can easily talk about God. How all religions are same, that it is people who are causing divisions. We can also easily talk about good causes, like helping the poor. However, the moment you introduce Jesus in the conversation things change. Because with Jesus comes the gospel truth, man is born a sinner and will ever be restless until they experience salvation through Jesus Christ. This is the foundational gospel truth that exposes the world. That is why the world tried very hard to suppress Jesus as the son of God, the saviour of the world. If we are to survive this world, we need to remain in Jesus. It is not by mistake that John also emphasises this inverse 24, “24As for you, let what you have heard from the beginning remain in you. If it does, you will also remain in the Son and in the Father.” “What you have heard from the beginning” is the gospel, the apostolic teaching. It is not a man-made story, but a God-made history, which was long prepared and faithfully carried out to accomplish the salvation of mankind. It has not changed and will not change. Contexts, languages and methods change, but the gospel message never changes. The gospel is not what we do for God, but what God has done for us through Jesus Christ. “...see that [it]...remains in you” indicates that this does not happen automatically. We need to take steps to ensure that it remains. We need to resist the lies of antichrists which often come in the form of trendy new teachings. Including what we tell ourselves in certain situations. We need to hold on to the facts of the gospel and their meaning applied to us. If the gospel remains in us, we will also remain in the Son and in the Father (24b). John did not underestimate the power of Satan and his agents to deceive the believers (26). Then and now, the threat is real. We need to remain in the gospel as of first importance; this is how we can resist loving the world and being people of this world.

I was challenged in my heart this week, regarding the house we built with my brother for my mother. My brother had convinced her to sign over full ownership of the house to him. Without discussing with me. It brought all kinds of emotions into my heart, because when we built the house, we agreed It would be under our moms name as she wanted and that it will be a family house even after she passes on. However, for him to bring documents for my mother to sign, to do such a thing without even informing me made me feel all sorts of things. To the point that I even struggled to call him so we could talk about it, I am so hoping to hear a version that restores my trust and the way I have viewed him, as big brother, who has my back. So since I was preparing this Sunday message, I feared I may talk to him and be fully disturbed by my emotions to even prepare this message. So I decided not to call him, and hoped that perhaps while preparing this message, God’s word will give me full peace over the whole thing. Such that even if he is to say the worst things that confirm my concerns, I would have God’s peace about the whole matter. I also even wondered how come this situation is happening on same week I am preparing Sunday message on, do not love the world. Because every time I thought about it, I could feel a burning sensation in my heart. I could sense a strong feeling that, what he did is trying to take away my peace and joy in my heart. Such that even my daughter kept giving me so much hugs than am not used to. And each time she did so, she was doing it at a time am in deep thoughts about this situation. And whenever she hugged me, I was reminded and made to question myself, I am in the presence of joy, she is smiling with me, my wife is happy with me, we have a lively home, are you going to allow your brother to take away that from you? The issue is that, I grew up my father wanting to build a house, each year he would show his brothers and sisters when they visited, the house plan. With time they even started to laugh at him that, he keeps showing them plans of the house but never builds. I made it one of my life goals to build them a house. Because shame he was just a high school teacher, could not afford. He even ended up relying on his pension funds to build himself a house. Which he never even saw because he passed on a mother later after his retirement. So all these things with my brother and the house left me wondering, is the Lord trying to also show me my heart condition? What is the symbol of that house to me? That I have great love for this world. Will I fight my brother against what he has done? Or am I willing to accept that I lost my contributions in building the house to him? One distant friend said I should view him with mercy and accept my loss. It is my prayer that I may use this situation to delight in Christ Jesus, may Jesus bring me more delight than the things of this world. Amen! 

In conclusion, as people we are so attached to the world, believing that the world will give us success and happiness. We must continually examine where our deepest affection lies. What really drives us daily? Why am I after this thing? The Bible is clear, the world is passing away, along with its desires; but whoever does the will of God remains forever. However, the world wants to deceive us and lead us to destruction. In an age of competing voices, including our own voices, we must remain anchored in the gospel we have received from the beginning. Then we will have ability to listen and obey God’s word: “Do not love the world, or anything in the world.” I read somewhere that, “The Christian life is not merely avoiding sinful actions but cultivating a greater love for the Father.” And that “The more we delight in Christ, the less attractive the world's empty promises become.” I believe the best way to delight in Jesus, is when we walk in the light, confess our sins, and fixing our hope on eternal life. Our hearts will become increasingly freed from the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. It is my prayer that we love God with all our hearts, strength and souls and do his will. I believe loving God is the secret to peace, happiness and victorious life. Amen!
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