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 THE LORD CALLS SAMUEL
1 Samuel 3:1-4a(Key Verse 3:10)
The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
    From today’s passage we are going to witness the calling of Samuel, from the key verse we see God calling Samuel by his name. We are therefore going to learn the significance of calling Samuel by his name, we are also going to learn the purpose of Samuel’s calling. Furthermore, when God called Samuel, he was still very young, however God did not hesitate to call him. Why did God do this? What can we learn from this concerning our call from God? May God help us to receive one word a have a clear calling from God and obey wholeheartedly like Samuel.
    The passage today begins by introducing us to the boy Samuel, the Bible tells us that he was ministering before the Lord under Eli. What does it mean that he was ministering before the Lord, this means that Samuel was fulfilling duties in the house of the Lord, he was doing works dedicated to the Lord. Samuel was living according to the vow her mother made to the Lord, his day to day life was dedicated to fulfilling the works of the Lord. However during those times there was a great problem in Israel, in verse 1b it says: “In those days the word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions.” The word of the Lord was rare because everyone did as they saw fit, Israel had no king, even worse the leaders of the house of the Lord did as they saw fit. From last week’s message we learnt that both Hophni and Phinehas together with their father Eli did as they saw fit, they did wicked things before the eyes of the Lord, in the nutshell we learnt that they dishonoured the Lord. Because they did not honor God, God could not work in their ministry, they could not be used by God, they could not be blessed by God. Because they dishonoured God, they could not lead the people of Israel with God’s vision. They could not see the leading of God, and so they led the people of Israel astray.
    Basically, when the boy Samuel was ministering in the house of the Lord, the times were dark, spiritual darkness was roaming everywhere. Eli his mentor was deep in the dark, in verse 2 it says: “One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place.” One may say that Eli’s weak eyesight might have been because of old age, however this was symbolic well, indicating his deteriorated spiritual condition. He was spiritually blind, he did things just to please his sons, he chose to honour his sons over God. Basically he did things to satisfy himself and not God. The patterns of our world today also indicates some form of spiritual darkness, the word of the Lord is rare, people just live as they see fit, people are just living without a king, they are just living without Jesus ruling in their hearts. Even Christians are living as they see fit. Why is this? One of the reasons is because of spiritual leaders like Eli, leaders who preach what the people want to hear, like prosperity gospel, staying away from the rebuke of homosexuality and allowing casual romantic relationships.
    The Bible says, Samuel was ministering under Eli, to me this sounds like Eli was Samuel’s mentor. So where is the hope? How can Samuel bring change when his mentor was spiritually blind? Where is the hope when Samuel was just a young boy? Let us look at verse 3: “The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God was.“ Here again we see a symbolic representation of the times, we learnt that under Eli and his Sons Israel was clouded with darkness.  But now while Samuel was ministering, we see the lamp of God burning, giving light in the place of the Lord, the place of the Lord was no longer a place of darkness, but light shone, a sign of hope for the people. Furthermore, while the boy Samuel was ministering, it says he lay down in the house of the Lord where the ark was. Here the ark of God represented the presence of God, the boy Samuel lived in the presence of God. From here we can see clearly the plan of God, that indeed through Samuel God will restore the spiritual condition of the people of Israel. In 2:35 the Lord said: “I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in my heart and mind. I will firmly establish his priestly house, and they will minister before my anointed one always.” Raising a servant of God is the work of God, it does not depend on the surrounding environment, it does not depend on the family line. God himself in his own wisdom can raise anyone and at any time.
    The spiritual condition of our generation may seem to have gone far down the line; it may seem like we are not suitable persons to be raised as servants of God. Samuel was a young boy, living with a very spiritually blind mentor with his two wicked sons, but God in his great wisdom could raise Samuel as his servant to restore hope and bring back the people of Israel to God. So if God can call the young boy Samuel, surely we too can be raised by God, we too can be raised to restore the hope of our people, we can be raised to turn things around, bring back our people to God just like Samuel.
    While Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord next to the ark of God, a voice came calling his name, Samuel. It was the Lord calling Samuel, but Samuel did not recognise that it was the Lord, he thought it was Eli so he responded here I am and ran to Eli and said here I am, you called me. But Eli said to him, I did not call you, go back and lie down. Samuel went back to lie down, but the Lord called him again by his name, and again he got up and went up to Eli and said, Here I am you called me. Again, Eli said to him I did not call you, go back and lie down. At this time Samuel did not yet know the Lord, the word of the Lord was not yet revealed to him, and hence he could not recognise that it was the Lord who was calling him. So when the Lord called him for the third time, Eli realised that it was the Lord calling the boy, so he told him, Go and lie down if he calls you say, Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. And indeed the Lord did not give up on Samuel, for the fourth time he called Samuel, and through this call we can learn very valuable lessons on how God calls his servants and how we should respond to his call. Let us look at verse 10: “The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
    God called Samuel by his name, he said Samuel, Samuel. What does this mean? What can we learn from this? This teaches us that God knew Samuel, not just his name but he knew him personally, his limitations and strengths, furthermore God called Samuel by his name, meaning the message he was about to give was specifically and specially prepared for Samuel. Furthermore, God called Samuel in this way so that Samuel may have a personal encounter with the Lord. God wanted Samuel to have a firm confirmation about his God given mission. Before Samuel might have served in the house of the Lord because of his mother’s instruction, to honour his mother, with a shallow conviction of serving the Lord, he might have served the Lord because that was what everyone did at Shiloh. But through this personal encounter with the Lord, his sense of mission could be strengthened and made clear. So just like Samuel, God calls us too by name, he calls us personally. God can speak to us in many ways, it can be through a life event, it can be through a fellow believer, our shepherds, or even while we pray or meditate God can plant in our hearts a clear and convicting personal message. Most importantly God speaks to us personally through his word. I got to see and experience this when my UBF Shepherds encouraged me to have a personal key verse, a life key verse, yearly key verse and monthly key verse. When I mediated and prayed, God really spoke to me through one key verse, it was very clear what God’s plan was for my life. It was very clear to me that indeed God speaks to each one of us personally, it was very clear that God knows me and each one of us on a deep personal level. 
    When God called Samuel by his name, he responded to him saying: “Speak, for your servant is listening” what does this mean? What can we learn from this? Here Samuel’s response teaches the attitude we should have towards the call of God, the attitude we should have towards studying the word of God, the attitude we should have towards our life experiences. In whatever we do we should seek God’s leading and be ready to obey, even when it is difficult, even when it is challenging. Speak Lord for your servant is listening. When we respond in this way and obey God, we can be used by God. 
Now what was God’s message to Samuel? Let us look at verse 11-14:

“And the Lord said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to end. 13 For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them. 14 Therefore I swore to the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’”
    The message of God to Samuel was great news for the people of Israel, thorough Samuel God made it clear that he will transform the lives of the people of Israel, he made it clear that he will challenge and penetrate the hearts of the people of Israel, he will make their ears tingle. Through Samuel the people of Israel will encounter a great revelation. But before all of that, God gave Samuel a very great mission, and this was to deliver a very hard message to Eli. God wanted Samuel to deliver the message of God’s Judgement to Eli, how he and his sons sinned and dishonoured the Lord. This was a very tough task to execute, for at the time Samuel was only a boy, it is said that he was 12 years old, also Eli was very elderly, he raised Samuel, Samuel respected him, so in verse 15b it says Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the vision. But God did not leave it there, he continued to raise Samuel and used Eli to help Samuel to obey this command and learn the wisdom and significance God’s command. In verse 16-18: “but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my son.” Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 17 “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the Lord; let him do what is good in his eyes.” Through this, God could teach Samuel fundamentals of serving the Lord, a practical way of obeying and doing the will of God.
    And this is exactly how we too should respond to the word of God, to obey God and to be his servant means we should deliver his message as it is, we should not only deliver the message that the people want to hear but rather we should deliver the message according to God’s command. When Samuel obeyed God’s command and delivered his message, God could raise him even more, he could be a blessing for the people of Israel. In verse 19 – 4:1a it says: “The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the Lord. 21 The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word. 4:1a And Samuel’s word came to all Israel. Through Samuel God could bring light into the nation Israel, he brought light by revealing to the people their sins according to the word of God, he brought light to the people by revealing to them their king, God almighty and as a result the nation Israel could be blessed.
    When God called me as a Shepherd, I was very young spiritually, I thought I did not have enough Bible knowledge like other Shepherds, to add to that I was very afraid of people I was afraid of challenging students. But by God’s grace I could obey and accept the calling, since then God could use raise, to teach the Bible to campus students, God could use me to prepare Sunday message. I was not confident; I was weak but by the help of God and spiritual training by my Shepherds, I continue to serve in the house of the Lord, and I believe through that God could bless my life and the life of campus students. I am still not perfect, though there is a great change, I still find myself afraid of people, I still find myself lacking confidence. But through today’s passage I am encouraged that God who called the young boy Samuel and used him to bless the nation Israel, will continue to work in my life and through me will transform our generation to surrender to our king Jesus one student at a time. 
In pray that God may help us all not to be discouraged by the spiritual darkness that is roaming in our generation, but come to God in prayer and humility, study his word and obey it practically. I believe when we do this, God will raise us, even though we are not perfect, God will raise us and grant us wisdom and strength to transform our generation. The mission of God is not about us, it is about God and he calls according to his wisdom, ours is to obey his word. And God is always looking to raise modern day Samuels who will be light to our generation. To do so, we have to be ready and willing to hear his voice, and to respond to his leading. I pray that the Holy Spirit may speak to us personally through his word.
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