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THAT IS WHAT WE ARE
1 John 3:28-3:10(Key Verse: 3:1)
“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.”

From today’s passage we are going to continue to learn from Apostle John, previously we learnt about Christian fellowship, that Jesus is our Advocate, that we should not love the world. Today Apostle John begins by saying that true Christians remain in Jesus and do what is right. Therefore, through today’s passage we are going to learn what does it mean to remain in Jesus and to do what is right. Furthermore, we are going to learn how we can remain in Jesus and do what is right. From the key it is said that God has lavished on us his great love that we should be called children of God, it says that is what we are. Therefore, we also going to learn about this great love of God, and our identity as children of God, how it enables us to remain in Jesus and to do what is right. 

I pray that God may have mercy on you and me to receive one word, be filled with the great love of God in our hearts which gives us with faith and confidence that we are children of God and be transformed to do what is right.

The passage today begins with Apostle John encouraging the believers in verse 2:28 saying: “28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.” First Apostle John referred to the believers saying dear children, this means the believers were very precious not only to John but to God, with a deep desire for them to follow through the encouragement. Now what was the encouragement? They encouragement was that they may remain in Jesus. What does this mean? This means to have an intimate relationship with Jesus, to rely on Jesus, to be led by him, to be ruled by him. In last week message we learnt that we should not love the world, but rather be filled with love for the father. Apostle John went further to describe why this is important to continue in Jesus, he said: “so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.” It important to remain in Jesus so that we can see the kingdom of heaven, so that when Jesus appears we may not be ashamed, not be filled with regret, and say I should have or could have, but rather we may be filled with confidence and joy at the coming of Jesus Christ.

Apostle John went further to encourage the believers in verse 2:29 saying: “29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.” Here simply speaking Apostle Paul highlighted that genuine Christians do what is right, those who are born of Christ, those who remain in Christ do what is right. Now what does it mean to do what is right? Here Apostle John associated doing what is right to being born of Jesus Christ, meaning being like Christ, so doing what is right means imitating Jesus Christ. When I was teenager there used to be this wrist bands with the letters WWJD (meaning What Would Jesus Do) which was very popular among Christian teenagers. When wearing this wrist band Christian teenagers used to be challenged to do what is right. It used to challenge young Christians to tell the truth, to not cheat, to treat each other fairly. Similarly, Apostle Paul was encouraging the believers to live accordingly, he is challenging us to live accordingly today.

Our world today is filled with many problems because very few do what is right, people cut corners even to the expense of human lives, we see many of those exposed at the Madlanga commission for example. In our workplace we see many people not doing what is right, people lie to get ahead, people sabotage each other to get ahead. One day I was watching this TV series and one guy said: “if you want something you must steal it from someone”. This hit hard because it accurately described the world we live in. The other sad thing is, if one does what is right, the world regards them as fools. Also doing the right thing such as loving one another seems difficult, unless we gain something from it. For example it is difficult to love those who challenge us, those who seem to not like us. It is difficult for us to spend our money to help those in need. As Christian believers, Apostle John says we must do what is right, we must follow on Jesus’ foot steps, for doing what is not right is a sin. In verse 3:4 it says: “4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.” When we do what is not right we break the law of God, we rebel against God. When we rebel against God, we are driven away from God and the devil has a way with us, uses us to cause trouble in others lives, torments us with guilt, pain and no sense of purpose. Therefore, as Christian believers we need to remain in Jesus, do what is right, follow on Jesus’ footsteps.

Now how can we remain in Jesus, how can we do what is right, how can we follow on Jesus’ footsteps? Can we do it with our own strength? Let look at our key verse 3:1 on direction how we can do this: “1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.” Here Apostles John reveals to us that God has lavished on us great love. God has not just exercised love unto us, he exercised great love, furthermore it says he lavished it on us. What does this mean? Lavish means extravagant, it means wasteful, meaning God did not exercise his great love based on merit, but rather he gave to the underserving. Furthermore, lavish describes great wonder and amazement. Now how could this love be described as such, in what sense is it great, and was lavished? In John 3:16 it says: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

The love of God is so great, because God gave his one and only Son Jesus Christ who left his great glory in heaven to live among us sinners and to die on the cross. God lavished his great love unto us, for we are underserving, we are guilty of sin, we are deserving of punishment by death on the cross. But because of the great love of God, Jesus took our place. We broke the law, we sinned, and Jesus took the punishment of our sins. In verse 3:5 it says: “But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.” Jesus is without sin, there is no sin in him, but because of the great love of God, he took our place. Furthermore, God lavished this great love unto us so that we should be called children of God. Before, we could not come before God, but when Jesus died on the cross, in Matthew 27:51 it says: “51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.” Because of the blood of Jesus which was shed on the cross we have been given the privilege to enter the most holy place, to be with God. To have fellowship with him. Because of the blood of Jesus, we have been transformed into legitimate children of God. Because of this we can remain in Jesus. 

Apostle John said: “And that is what we are!” What does this mean? This means firstly that we are legitimate children of God, that is our identity, identity that cannot be contested because of the blood of Jesus. It is the same as saying, that I am a male, that is what I am, it was made possible by God. Similarly, we are children of God, it is made possible by God himself. It does not depend on what I have done, but on the great love of God, it was so because of what Jesus has done. Now just a father and son resemble each with looks, behavior and the likes, as children of God we also must resemble the character of God. God is holy, in 1 Peter 1:15 it says: “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;” Because we are children of God, we can live holy lives, we can do what is right. Apostle John went further and said: “The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.” In the world doing what is right seems foolish, this is because the world does not know who Jesus is, that he is the creator of the heavens and the earth, they do not have the message of his death and resurrection living in their hearts. They do not have the living hope, that is why they are not able to do what is right and they are not able to overcome the power of sin.

Apostle John went further to describe and emphasize how we can practically do what is right as children of God. First, we must purify ourselves. Let us look at verse 3:2-3: “2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.” Doing what is right requires a different identity, an identity not of this world, and as children of God we have been privileged with the identity that is not of this this world. It says when Jesus Christ appears, we will be like him. So because of this hope we must purify ourselves. What does it mean we must purify ourselves? This means we must do what is right, we must be like Jesus who is pure. This means we must live a life of repentance from our sins, we learnt earlier that not doing what is right is sinning, so as children of God with the hope of becoming like Christ Jesus, we must repent of our sins to purify ourselves. Furthermore, in verse 3:6 it says: “6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.” We must purify ourselves by not continuing to sin, and because of the blood of Jesus Christ we have been given the power to do so. Because of the great love that God has lavished on us, we can purify ourselves.

Apostle went further and said as children of God, we should not let anyone lead us astray. In verse 3:7-8 it says: “7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.” Just as God hates sin, the devil also hates it when we remain in God and do what is right, and so he will try all means to lead us astray. He does so by disguising himself as the good one, yet lead us astray. How can we spot him, we can spot him through his works, those who are of God are righteous, they do what is right. The devil on the other hand is not able to do what is right, he has been sinning from the beginning, that is why Jesus has come to destroy his work. Though the devil might disguise himself, his works will reveal him, and as children of God we have been given the power to spot him. Our power is doing what is right, when we do what is right, follow on Jesus’ footsteps, we will be able to see those who do not do what is right. When we do what is right, we will experience full satisfaction, because that is what we have been created to do as children of God. In verse 3:9 it says: “9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God.”

When I graduated from University, I was privileged to be invited to the UBF ministry by Sh. Lesedi and studied the Bible with the Sh. Jacob, who early on taught me that because of Jesus I have the privilege to be called a child of God. Even though I had many challenges at work, God helped me to strive to do what is right, I never tried to cut corners, I always shared knowledge with others and tried to treat all people fairly, sometimes people even told me to be selfish sometimes because people will use me, but I just kept on striving to do what is right. I became like this because of the grace of God, because of the teachings of who Jesus is. Outwardly it seems like doing what is right delayed my career progress compared to my peers. But when I look deeper, I realized that God has been gracious to me, because of his great love I could strive to do what is right, because of his love I could exercise care and love for others, sharing knowledge and doing my work with integrity. In the year 2020 I resigned from Siemens, and towards the end of the year 2021 I connected with the CEO who offered me the opportunity to return to Siemens. She could give me the opportunity, not because I am smart, but I believe it is because I am a child of God, because of doing what is right. In this world doing what is right seems like it is vain, however that is not true, doing what is right is felt, it is felt because it is the work of God. I pray that God may help me to continue to meditate on my identity as a child of God and do what us is right. 

Conclusion
From today’s passage we have learnt that God has lavished his great love unto us, that we should be called children of God. We have learnt that because we are children of God we can do what is right, when the world cuts corners, we can do what is right. Today in our world there are many problems, we have wars, unemployment, teenage pregnancy, gender-based violence, absent fathers, corruption, killings, drugs in our communities, huge conflicts at our workplace and many others. All these things happen because of not doing what is right, because people do not know God, they do not have the living hope. However today, Apostle John is saying to you and I that we are children of God, he says that is what we are, not because of what we have done, but because of Jesus. You and I can do what is what is right, even though it seems we are wasting away, when we do what is right God fills us with his peace, the kingdom of God is firmly established in our hearts, that when Jesus re-appears we will be like him. I pray that God may help us to mediate on his great love that he has lavished on us, that we should called his children. That is what we are, the children of God.
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