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GOD GAVE JOSEPH A DREAM
	Genesis 37:1-38:30 (key verse 37:6,7) 
"He said to them, 'Listen to this dream I had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” (37:6-7)

In today’s passage, we are brought to the attention of Jacob’s family affairs, once again. There is a spiritual chaos that involves a sin of favouritism and jealousy, a disregard to the purpose of God and a disregard to a human life. In all spiritual chaoses, there is always God’s intervention through a dream or His clear word. This intervention is above our human abilities, but purely based on His might and grace, to save and to restore the spiritual legacy He has laid. 

We are introduced to the life of Joseph, the dreamer. God gave Joseph a dream. Perhaps we can learn a few aspects on how to carry the dream of God. In this generation that is without the purpose of God, whose minds are shut from the dreams of God; a dreamless generation, we are encouraged by the life and character of Joseph. We need to know and stay by the truth of God. We will also learn that we need to be obedient and diligent towards God’s word in order to receive and carry the purpose of God. Lastly, to effectively be ambassadors of God and His dream, we’ll be encouraged to know that even though we might face trials and suffering, we still overcomers through holding on to the dream God gave us. 

Who was Joseph? Let us look at verse 2. This is the account of Jacob’s family line.  Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them. Joseph was the son of Jacob, born from Rachel his favourite wife whom he loved so much. His younger brother was Benjamin. He was 17 years old; although not fully matured one would say, he had a good understanding of what was right and wrong. This is demonstrated by Joseph bringing a bad report about his brothers. Not that he was bad mouthing his brothers, but that he was not scared of standing on the truth even though the consequences might bring him discomfort. He could ascertain what was right and wrong, if actions were irresponsible, sinful or dishonourable or otherwise. To a father managing a large family as Jacob’s, we can understand how useful he could’ve been to his father Jacob.

It seems very easy to hate Joseph, and write him off. It is very easy to view Joseph as this annoying spoilt bred, whose job is to spy on his brothers and report badly to his dad. However, that is not true. Joseph possesses and demonstrates the qualities of a genuine Christian living in the world filled with so much sin and immorality; a world that does not know God. Those who possess the dream of God should brace themselves for the hardships that will come. Does it mean that those who believe in Christ are free from persecutions and sufferings? No. On the contrary, there will be sufferings and persecutions because of the direct contradiction of the principles of the word of God and that of the world. However, those who believe in God are given the grace to overcome such sufferings, to the extent that even though there are challenges, they are able to live through them as though they do not exist.

Truth is not a respecter of persons. It challenges, it criticizes. Truth is often judgemental and would reveal our sin and the undesirable parts of our lives we want to remain hidden. Truth exposes our evil nature and weaknesses. If we are to carry God’s dream in this world, it is important we are always on the side of truth, by God’s wisdom. This is what we are called for as Christians; to know the truth, to speak the truth as it is for repentance, and to be saved from sin. Amen!

Look at verse 3 & 4. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. 4 When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. Joseph’s brothers resented him. Their resentment was fuelled by their father Jacob’s partiality and favouritism. As a father, he was supposed to equally love and show love to all his children. We can understand the sentiments; Joseph born to Jacob at an old age, and also born of Rachel Joseph’s mother whom he loved so much. However, especially in a large family as his, it was so important that he loves them all, and equally so.  But what did Jacob do? As a sign of his glaring love for Joseph, he made an ornate robe for Joseph. This robe was colourful and excessively well decorated. And of course Joseph would love it and wear it so many times. That preached a different message to his brothers that they are less loved compared to Joseph the favourite child. Above all, this planted hatred, and his brothers couldn’t speak a kind word to him; not even a simple ‘hallo’ nor ‘good morning’. 
We are also not immune to this sin. There are many things that can sway our judgment leading us to not being impartial and showing favouritism. However, we have the word of God and the Holy Spirit. Let us pray daily for the word of God to expose and interrogate our thoughts and inner motives, and bring them all to the throne of God who is able to sanctify and correct them. Amen.
Look at verse 5. 5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. The Lord also communicates through dreams. There in the dreams are God’s special messages to the dreamer; revealing His holy plans, and often also warnings. God clearly makes known His purpose for our lives. This known purpose becomes our strength where we encounter challenges. Indeed, a great outcome in the future, however the present often is not the case; filled with suffering and persecutions. 

A lighthouse is a tall tower or structure equipped with a powerful light that serves as a navigational aid for ships, warning them of hazards and guiding them safely along coastlines or into harbours. It is one of the oldest and most iconic tools of maritime safety, still used today alongside modern electronic navigation systems. Imagine sailing in the middle of the deepest ocean, encountering devastating sea storms; waves hitting hard against the boat, with mist all lover the place coupled with torrent rains and lightning. You get lost, and lose direction of where you are and where you are going. In the midst of all that chaos, you see a bright light in a distance, from a lighthouse. Suddenly you are strengthened and are able to fight through the rough seas as you steer the boat towards the light house to land safely. The lighthouse is God’s purpose revealed through a dream or the clarity of His word, our point of hope despite the chaos in and around us.

Our minds are very much corruptible and influenced by many things. Yes, there are dreams inspired by God, and those not inspired by God but rather from the influences of our mind, what we see and what we have heard. That is why it is very important to saturate our mind and heart with the word of God so that our dreams are God inspired.

Let us look at Joseph’s dream in verses 6, 7. 6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7 We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it. It was clear that God would make the life of Joseph really special in His redemptive work. Joseph’s sheaf rising and standing upright above those of his brothers which gathered around his, and bowed down to it meant that it was God’s plan to elevate him so serve a particular office for God’s holy will.

Let us see how Joseph’s brothers interpreted his dream. Look at verse 8. His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. You know, the word of God clearly says that the first will be last and the last will be first. If anyone desires to be great, he must be a servant, and a servant of all. However, Joseph’s brothers misinterpreted God’s dream, and made it humanistic; “how dare he become greater than us?” We will later see in the coming bible studies how grain in times of severe famine was able to save both the nation of Egypt, and Joseph’s family. The brothers understood what the dream meant, however they got it all wrong the minute the removed God from the picture and put themselves in it. This was God’s redemptive work made plain to Joseph’s brothers, but they chose to personalize it. Hatred has no bounds. If not dealt with, even the little things or good things someone does will just annoy you. 

Joseph had another dream. 9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me. In this dream, the sun represented Jacob; Joseph’s father, and the moon Joseph’s mother. The eleven stars represented Joseph’s eleven brothers. They all bowed down to him because of the significant office of power that God would give Joseph to serve, fulfilling His promise made to Abraham to make them into a great nation, as numerous as the stars in the sky, and above all to save them so that the Promised Messiah would come from this genealogy as save many like you and me, from sin. 

How was this dream interpreted? Look at verses 10, 11 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?” 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. While his brothers were jealous of Joseph, his father however kept the matter in mind, recognizing that perhaps this is the will of God. 
Joseph’s uprightness continued to be a threat towards his brothers, a fair representation of Christians in this world. We can see that he was not only truthful young man, but in that he was obedient, diligent and with a lot of courage. When he was sent by his father to his brother, he did exactly that. Even when he couldn’t find his brothers, he inquired about them, and travelled further along the unknown dangerous lands until he found them. 

What would happen next are a series of wicked behaviours following results of not having the dream of God in our lives.
Firstly, hatred and jealousy. Joseph was sold as a slave by his very own brothers. They thought of taking matters into their very own hands to get rid of Joseph. However, what is man that he contests against the will of God? They came up with an idea kill Joseph or rather fake his death. Look at verses 19, 20. 19 “Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. 20 “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.” 

Secondly, a compromising with the truth that leads to a hardened heart. Reuben, the first born of Jacob, had some compassion on his brother. He didn’t want him killed. 21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he said. 22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father. Because Reuben didn’t openly rebuke his brothers, they got hold of Joseph when he arrived. They stripped him off his rope and threw him into a cistern. They looked up and saw Midianite merchants and they sold their brother Joseph for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who then took him to Egypt. What is the worth of a brother’s life that can be sold for a few twenty shekels of silver? Truly nothing. Reuben failed to protect his brother because he was scared of the truth. 31 Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 32 They took the ornate robe back to their father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son’s robe.” 33 He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.” 34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. “No,” he said, “I will continue to mourn until I join my son in the grave.” So his father wept for him. Jacob’s sons all stood there and watched his father mourn from false facts. None of them dare came forward to tell the truth. Heartless, they watched their father in anguish.

Thirdly, those who do not have the dream of God create a legacy of a life of sin. It was Judah who proposed the sale of his very own brother, and staged his death. Judah left his father’s house and got married to a Canaanite woman Shua. They had three sons Er, Onan and Shelah. As a result, Judah lived a life of sin. Wickedness was his family’s legacy. His first-born son Er got married to Tamar. However, because of his wickedness, his life was taken away and Tamar was a widow. Look at verse 7. But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the LORD’s sight; so the LORD put him to death. Onan the second son was no different, he was also wicked. As it was the custom, to restore and protect the legacy of the late brother and raise offspring for him, and for Tamar the widow to be comforted and less shamed, Onan was supposed to lay with Tamar his late brother’s wife. But what did he do? 9 But Onan knew that the child would not be his; so whenever he slept with his brother’s wife, he spilled his semen on the ground to keep from providing offspring for his brother. This wickedness displeased the Lord. Look at verse 10. 10 What he did was wicked in the LORD’s sight; so the LORD put him to death also. 

Judah was now concerned of his last born Shelah that what happened to his two sons will happen to him as well. So what did he do? He sent Tamar to live as a widow at her father’s house with the excuse that Shelah was still young. Years passed, and Tamar has been living as a widow, but Judah didn’t give his son Shelah to Tamar. Tamar also cunningly and wickedly devised a plan to get herself children. She lay with Judah who took her to be a shrine prostitute. 15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16 Not realizing that she was his daughter-in-law, he went over to her by the roadside and said, “Come now, let me sleep with you.” “And what will you give me to sleep with you?” she asked. 17 “I’ll send you a young goat from my flock,” he said. “Will you give me something as a pledge until you send it?” she asked. 18 He said, “What pledge should I give you?” “Your seal and its cord, and the staff in your hand,” she answered. So he gave them to her and slept with her, and she became pregnant by him. 19 After she left, she took off her veil and put on her widow’s clothes again. A time came where Tamar was found to be pregnant, and Judah’s sin and hypocrisy was exposed in HD. Judah got to see that he was wrong. 26 Judah recognized them and said, “She is more righteous than I, since I wouldn’t give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not sleep with her again. 

Yes, this was bleak, but God intervened in His sovereign ways, out of His grace. In this wickedness, God out of His perfect will brought forth something beautiful. Tamar gave birth to two boys; Perez and Zerah. Perez became one of the ancestors in the genealogy of Jesus. Yes, the promised Messiah came from this wicked tribe of Judah. What can we say? Nothing, but give thanks to God who is able to work beyond our sins, save us and make our lives indeed great and a blessing for His glorious redemptive work of salvation. Oh what amazing work of God, who turned a family that deserved His full wrath, to being ancestors of the Savior of the world, Jesus. So, there is always hope in Jesus when we hold on to His purpose, and the dream He has given us.

In conclusion? What do we take away from this passage? God gives us a dream; a channel for His special purpose over our lives, and remaining fixated to this purpose truly will make our lives glorious in His sight. Have you dreamt as yet? Amongst the many, here is a worthy dream to partake in : To live for His glory in this lost world. To avail ourselves to be used by Him for His will. To preach the Gospel of Jesus, and make disciples in His name. We are given the wisdom and strength to overcome all sufferings, persecution & hardships, even sin. May we be encouraged today by Joseph who held fast to the dream given him by the Lord. In our homes, work places and studies, may we return to the Lord. May first receive the dream of purpose of God. May we renew our dream, and see what beautiful and meaningful things the Lord will do with our lives. Amen!
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