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GOD IS LOVE
1 John 4:1-21(Key Verse: 4:16b)
“God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.”

From today’s passage we are going to continue to learn from Apostle John, his focus today is on the nature of God. From the key verse we learn that God is love. Through the passage we are going to learn what does is mean God is Love, furthermore we are going to learn that as genuine Christians, in the era of the antichrist we should be influenced and driven by this very nature of God. Being influenced and driven by this nature of God means we should be different from those of this world. Therefore, we are going to learn how this nature of God influences and drives us to be different from the world, how different we should be and why it is important to be different from the world.

I pray that God may have mercy on you and me to receive one word, be influenced and driven by God’s nature, and live as genuine Christians.

The passage begins with Apostle John showing deep love and concern for the believers, let us look at verse 1: “1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. Apostle John addressed the believers saying: “Dear friends” in the Amplified Bible version it says “Beloved” which means treasured, so in this opening Apostle John expressed how the believers are treasured children of God, he expressed how you and I are treasured children of God. As he continued, he urged the believers to not believe in every spirit, but to tests the spirits to see whether they are from God. What did he mean by this? Here Apostle John was warning the believers against false prophets. Who are false prophets? The false prophets are those who do not speak the truth, they speak deception, they come in the name of God, but do not speak the truth of God. So, Apostle John is warning us to be careful of these false prophets, he says we must test. To test means we must assess, today many people when it comes to matters that are spiritual, they just accept, but Apostle John is saying we must test, in order for us to not be lost we must assess whether the spirit is from God. 

How can we assess? In verse 2-3 it says: “2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. Here we learn that every spirit that comes from God, acknowledges that Jesus has come in the flesh, this means Jesus is the son of God, he came down from heaven, he left his heavenly throne and came to live among us, loved us, had compassion on us underserving sinners, died for our sins and rose again, thereafter ascended to heaven and is now seated at the right hand of God the father. Anyone who does not acknowledge this, is not from God; they are of the spirit of the antichrist. When we are in church and the message of Jesus Christ is not preached, that is a red flag. In verse 5 it says: “5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them.” The spirit of God is not about worldly wisdom, it is not about worldly success, prosperity gospel. The spirit of God is about acknowledging Jesus Christ who came in the flesh, crucified and rose.

Apostle John went further, giving the believers and us assurance, that as children of God we have overcome the antichrist. We have overcome; because the reason we have the antichrist is because they are used by the one who is in the world to drive us away from God. But we have overcome because we are children of God, we are in God, and God is greater than the one in the world. When we are in God, those who are in the world will oppose us, they will not listen to us, when this happens, we must not be discouraged, we must not change our tune, but rather we must assess and recognize the spirit of falsehood.

Apostle John went further distinguishing us from the world. Let us first look at verse 7-8: “7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” As children of God, born of God, who have overcome the one who is in the world, we should love one another. We should love one another because God is Love. What does it mean that God is love, and how can that influence and drive us to love one another? God is love because he showed his love among us by sending his one and only son Jesus Christ into the world that we might live through him. Because of our sins we were destined to die on the cross, but Jesus took our place. 

Furthermore, without knowing and receiving the love of God, we cannot love one another, we cannot love one another even in the church, because as human beings we are not perfect, we are not easy to love, we are rude, we are filled with pride, we are selfish, we are jealous, we hurt each other physically and emotionally in various ways. So we cannot love each other. But God is Love, he loved us regardless, not just with words, but with action, he sent his one and only Son Jesus Christ, he lived among us, had compassion on us, Jesus died for us, he was sent as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. In verse 11 it says: ”11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” Because God is Love, we can love one another. In verse 19 Apostle John further emphasized saying: “19 We love because he first loved us.” In this world people love to get the approval of the world, they love to get something and when they do not get it, they become heartbroken, they despise each other and are filled with anger. This is what happens when we love one another with worldly mindset. But when we love one another with a Godly mindset, that he loved us first, our love for one another is stronger, we love like Jesus loved, expecting nothing in return. 

Furthermore, Apostle John highlighted that as children of God who have overcome the one of the world, we should rely on the love God. Let us look at verse 16: “16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.” We should rely on the love of God, because God is Love, when we rely on the love of God we become equipped to have confidence on the day of judgement, this enables us to not speak from the viewpoint of the world, not to rely on the world, but to live in God and put our trust in him. When we rely on God’s love, God is established in our hearts. How can we rely on God’s love? We can rely on God’s love by having fellowship with him through the study of his word, meditating on his word and his love, devotion to prayer, and having faith in him. My wife told me about a man called, Brother Gibbs who in one of his messages he spoke about how important it is to have prayer topics. Our prayer topics tell a lot about our relationship with God, when our prayer topics are only those that are shared on Sunday, then we should question our faith in God. Do we know the love that God has for us? Our prayer topics should be about our whole entire being, our life of faith, our surroundings, everything we touch. This is what reliance on the love of God looks like.

Furthermore, in verse 17 it says: “18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” Here we learn that when we rely on the love of God, we will not live in fear, for there is no fear in love, the perfect love of God drives out fear. How can the love of God drive out fear? Firstly, God is the creator of the heavens and the earth and everything in it, also he demonstrated his great love to me and you by sending Jesus to die for us. This is the love of God, if God can do this, why should we fear? If he can do this, what else can he not do for us? Today many people live in fear, because they do not have big brothers who can protect them, they live in fear because they do not have that connection like others, they do not have that family member who can come through for them. They live in fear and are tormented by worries in life. If you and I are that person, Apostle John is saying to you and me, there is no fear in love, the perfect love of God drives out fear, therefore we should look at the love of God, because God is love. And God in his great wisdom will drive away all our fears.

 Apostle John closed this chapter with a command to love God. Let us look at verse 21: “. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.” As children of God we must love God, and we must do so by loving our brother and sister. May people say they love God, but the proof that we love God is the pudding, it is only when we love our brother and sister, that we can truly say we love God. So if we do not love our brother and sister, and yet we say we love God, then we are liars. For if we cannot love our brother and sister who can see, how can we love God. As children of God, we must love our brother and sister. 

Conclusion
From today’s passage we have learnt that we live in the times of the antichrist, not all spirits are from God, not all prophets are from God, some are of the world. We have learnt that as children of God we must test, we must assess so that we can overcome the antichrist, for even though they come in somewhat peaceful manner, with pleasing words, they come to destroy. We have learnt that we can know if they are not from God, when they do not acknowledge that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. We have learnt that to further guard ourselves as children of God, we must remain in God. We must remain in God by first loving one another, for God is love, he loved us first by giving his one and only son Jesus Christ. Furthermore, we must rely on the love of God, to overcome fear and to be confident on judgement day, and lastly we must love God by loving our brother and sister.

In this world many people worry about many things, they worry about their career, they worry about their children’s future, they worry about their parents, they worry about their wellbeing. And all these leaves them vulnerable to the antichrist who come with false teachings, wrapped with things that we want to hear. They do not come with good intentions; they are coming with the aim to destroy. I for one have been worried about my father who is now very old with young kids and very limited in providing for them. I worry about the future of my kids. However, I thank God for today’s passage which challenged me to meditate about my identity as a child of God, who has overcome. I have overcome, because God is love, I should not live in fear of the future, I should not live in fear of the world, for God is love, he gave his one and only Son Jesus as an atoning sacrifice. I pray that I may meditate on God, rely on his love, love him by loving my brother and sister without expectation, love my brother and sister because God loved me first.  
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