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God Brings His Brothers to Repentance

Genesis 43:1-44:34 (Key Verse 44:33)
“Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers.”

From today’s passage we are going to learn how God restores Jacob’s family by leading his sons to repentance. God will restore Jacob’s family by introducing a crisis such as the famine, where Jacob’s sons must return to Egypt to purchase some grain and meet Joseph again. With the naked eye the situation may seem like Jacob’s family, his sons are being punished for their sins, but in fact God was at work through this crisis to restore the family, by leading them to repentance and changing their hearts into kingdom of priests and holy nation. 

Are you in a situation where you feel like you are being punished for your wrongdoings, for your sins? Or are you in a somewhat crisis? From today’s passage we will learn that the crisis is the grace of God, God using your situation to restore you, to restore your family, to change your heart and set you on path to be used by God. Therefore we will learn in what ways is God using the crisis in Jacob’s family to restore them. Furthermore, we will learn what attitude we should have to our challenges to experience God’s restoration.

I pray that God may have mercy on you and me to receive one word, see our challenges with a different eye, as an opportunity to repent and be restored in God.

The passage today begins with a crisis in Jacob’s family, the famine in the land of Canaan had become severe and the grain his sons had brought from Egypt had run out. To manage the situation Jacob instructed his sons to go back to Egypt to buy more grain. However, there was a challenge about going back to Egypt. Let us look at verse 43:3-5: “3 But Judah said to him, “The man warned us solemnly, ‘You will not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’ 4 If you will send our brother along with us, we will go down and buy food for you. 5 But if you will not send him, we will not go down, because the man said to us, ‘You will not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’”” Judah reminded Jacob that going back to Egypt means they must return with Benjamin his second with Rachel who was very dear to Jacob. He was very dear and he was very protective of him for he had already lost Joseph. When the brothers returned, they had mentioned to Jacob about this, also that their brother Simeon had to remain in Egypt so that they can return with Benjamin.

So, when Jacob mentioned the return to Egypt, Judah insisted that they will only go if he sends Benjamin with them. This brought so much frustration to Jacob and he said to the brothers: “Why did you bring this trouble on me by telling the man you had another brother?”” The brothers explained to him that they did not recklessly tell the man about Benjamin, but rather that he questioned them very closely and said to them that they will not see him again unless they are with Benjamin. When Judah saw how his father was torn by this situation, he had compassion on his father and in verse 43:8-9 it says: “8 Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy along with me and we will go at once, so that we and you and our children may live and not die. 9 I myself will guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally responsible for him. If I do not bring him back to you and set him here before you, I will bear the blame before you all my life.” Before, Judah was the one who suggested to get Joseph sold into slavery, and now he is putting his life on the line to protect Benjamin. Here we see some change in Judah, previously he sacrificed his brother Joseph for his selfish gain, and now we see him protecting his family, having compassion for his father and acting in the best interest of his family. Here we see Judah’s first sign of repentance, turning away from the old.

Listening to Judah’s plea and considering the severity of the famine, Jacob agreed to send Benjamin with, on the journey to Egypt along with some gifts, best products of the land, a little balm and a little honey, some spices and myrrh, some pistachio nuts and almonds for the man in charge in Egypt. He also requested that they take double amount of silver, to return back the silver that was put in the mouth of their sack. Furthermore, in verse 14 it says: “And may God Almighty grant you mercy before the man so that he will let your other brother and Benjamin come back with you. As for me, if I am bereaved, I am bereaved.”” Here Jacob was brought to depend on God Almighty, yes his sons promised to protect Benjamin, but Jacob realized that what he needs is the grace of God, El-Shaddai, through the crisis of the famine God restored Jacob to depend on him. All along he tried to protect Benjamin and his family with his own strength, but now this situation led him to depend on God, it led him to repentance, turn away from self-dependence to dependance on God.  After Jacob had said this, his sons hurried and took all gifts and silver and went on their way to Egypt.

What happened when they arrived in Egypt with Benjamin? How did Joseph receive them? Did he reveal to them who he was and had a nice celebration with them since they brought his brother Benjamin? Not quite. When they arrived in Egypt with Benjamin,  Joseph said to the steward of his house: “Take these men to my house, slaughter an animal and prepare a meal; they are to eat with me at noon.” When they were taken to Joseph’s house they were frightened, saying: “We were brought here because of the silver that was put back into our sacks the first time. He wants to attack us and overpower us and seize us as slaves and take our donkeys.” They could not take Joseph’s kindness; they were overcome by guilt and thought every unusual circumstance was God’s judgement for what they had done to Joseph. This is what sin does, when we do not fully repent it leaves us captive thinking God is judging us and the world is out to harm us. To protect themselves they tried to speak to the steward to explain that they did not steal the silver, rather it was put back in the mouth of their sack. The steward assured them that they should not be afraid, he said to them your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks and he brought to them Simeon.

When they had come into Joseph’s home they presented him with their gifts and they bowed down before him on the ground. When Joseph saw his brother Benjamin who he had not seen for a long time, he was deeply moved and hurried out for a place to weep, thereafter he washed his face and came back controlling himself and said serve the food. When the food was served, something interesting happened. Let us look at verse 43:34: “34 When portions were served to them from Joseph’s table, Benjamin’s portion was five times as much as anyone else’s. So, they feasted and drank freely with him.” Benjamin was served with large portions to test the brothers, previously they were jealous and hated Joseph for he was favored by his father, so they were tested this time again to see if they would be jealous of Benjamin. And amazingly the brothers were not jealous of Benjamin, instead they feasted and drank freely with him. This shows that something remarkable has happened to the brothers, they had changed, the sin of jealousy was no longer with them. It is interesting that they not only said it, but their actions showed that their hearts have changed. They not only were filled with guilt for what they had done to Joseph as they mentioned previously, but they also changed, they did not resent Benjamin for the favor he received. Through this challenges God transformed the brothers, he helped them to overcome the sin of jealousy.

After the brothers had a feast with Joseph, passing the test of jealousy and resentment towards Benjamin, Joseph took them through another test. Let us look at verse 44:1-2: “Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward of his house: “Fill the men’s sacks with as much food as they can carry, and put each man’s silver in the mouth of his sack. 2 Then put my cup, the silver one, in the mouth of the youngest one’s sack, along with the silver for his grain.” And he did as Joseph said.” This created a huge problem for the brothers, for when they left in the morning Joseph sent his steward after them and said to him to say to the brothers: “‘Why have you repaid good with evil? 5 Isn’t this the cup my master drinks from and also uses for divination? This is a wicked thing you have done.’”” Here Joseph went deeper and wanted to put the characters of the brothers under pressure, he wanted to see if the brothers will protect Benjamin for the cup will be found in his sack or will they let him deal with his issues and leave him to be a slave in Egypt and tell their father that he was devoured by an animal in the wild like his older brother. 

How did the brothers respond to Joseph’s test? Let us look at verse 44:13: “At this, they tore their clothes. Then they all loaded their donkeys and returned to the city.” This was striking evidence that indeed the brothers have changed, they did not leave the boy, they did not abandon him, but they returned to the city with him. And what is even more striking is that they tore their clothes. In scripture, tearing of one’s clothes signifies profound grief and distress. They identified themselves with Benjamin’s crisis. This is a remarkable change, complete reversal from their former where they stripped Joseph of his robe and sold him to slavery, and now they tore their clothes to protect Benjamin from being taken into slavery. God used this crisis to help the brothers repent, not just with lips but through action, the crisis helped the brothers to repent with visible fruit, a tangible changed heart. God placed the brothers in a similar situation to demonstrate his transformative grace. Have you ever been in the same situation where you feel like you have been there before? What is your heart telling you?  This is the grace of God, not bad luck, God wants us to use this opportunity to repent, to surrender to him, to change, to be restored. God wants us to use this opportunity to think about our sin and accept his helping hand which transforms us.

What happened when the brothers returned to the city? Something remarkable happened, they threw themselves to the ground before Joseph and in verse 44:16 it says: “16 “What can we say to my lord?” Judah replied. “What can we say? How can we prove our innocence? God has uncovered your servants’ guilt. We are now my lord’s slaves—we ourselves and the one who was found to have the cup.”” The brothers did not hand over Benjamin, instead Judah said we are now my Lord’s slaves. The brothers not only wanted to protect Benjamin, but they were willing to suffer for him as well, they could easily abandon him. They did not know that they were tested by Joseph, so their actions were truly genuine, their hearts were changed. Through this crisis God transformed the brothers, He helped them to repent. Before they had no concern for anything, but now they are filled with compassion, they considered not only Benjamin but also their father Jacob. Through this crisis God helped them to be Christlike, they were filled with compassion, they were filled with love and a heart of sacrifice. Encountering a crisis is God’s grace to lead us to repentance, to transform us, to use us in grand salvation plan.

As Judah continued to speak to Joseph and pleaded with him, something more remarkable happened. Let us look at key verse 44:33: “33 “Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers.” Previously Judah convinced his brothers that they sell his brother into slavery with the Ishmaelites, today we saw him being transformed, insisting to join in slavery with Benjamin, and now even more remarkable we see him pushing to take the place of Benjamin. He is willing to suffer for Benjamin; he is willing to suffer to preserve his father’s grief. This is remarkable change from a man who once sold his brother into slavery and now willing to sacrifice his life so that his brother could be free. Judah’s self-preserving heart was transformed into a self-giving heart, preparing the way for reconciliation with Joseph and pointing forward to the greater Substitute who would come from Judah’s line. 


Conclusion
From today’s passage we have learnt that when we experience a crisis in our lives, the intention is never to harm us, but rather it is the grace of God to transform us, to change our hearts, to help us produce fruits of repentance, to be transformed to be Christlike. We have learnt that even though it may seem like it was Joseph who was putting the brothers through a hard time, it was God who was working, it was God leading the brothers to repentance. Similarly today it might seem like it is individuals who are putting us through a hard time, but in actual fact it is God who is working.  I pray that God may have mercy on you and me to have different attitude towards any form of crisis that we come across, and use it as an opportunity to repent, to be transformed, our hearts changed and used by God mightily. Furthermore, we have learnt that God is so gracious, the brothers were so evil, they made their father believe that his son is dead, they sold their brother into slavery, but God had mercy on them and transformed them into sacrificial man. Through Judah God established the line of Jesus Christ, the messiah, the savior of the world.
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