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But God will surely come to your aid
Genesis 49:29-50:26 (Key Verse 50:24)
“Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”

From today’s passage we are going to witness the conclusion of the book of Genesis. In this conclusion we are going to witness the death of both Jacob and Joseph while in Egypt. Before their death both Jacob and Joseph made a plea and were determined for their bones to be rested in the Canaan. We are therefore going to learn why it was important for their bones to be rested in Canaan. Furthermore, both Jacob and Joseph’s death is not the typical news one would expect as the conclusion of the book, but rather one would expect to see the promise of taking effect with the nation Israel returning to Canaan and taking hold of the promise land. In the key verse Joseph said to his brothers: “But God will surely come to your aid.” Therefore, through this passage we will further learn that the death of Jacob and Joseph does not mean the end of the promise, but rather the beginning of the promise, God will surely come to the aid of the nation Israel and return them to the promise land.

Are you in a situation where you feel like you are at the end of a season or chapter that God planted in your heart, and yet things seem like they will not work? No sign of a light at the end of the tunnel. From today’s passage we learn that it is not the end, but the beginning, God will surely come to your aid. 

May God be with me and you to receive one word, fill us with faith that God will surely come to our aid and fulfill the promise he has planted in our hearts.

The passage today begins with Jacob gathering his sons and giving them instructions. Let us look at verse 49:29-30: “29 Then he gave them these instructions: “I am about to be gathered to my people. Bury me with my fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30 the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, which Abraham bought along with the field as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite.” At this time the whole of Jacob’s family was in Egypt and because of Joseph they were allocated some land and were living quite descent lives, Joseph was a high official in Egypt greatly respected. Surely when his father Jacob dies, he would be given a grand funeral in Egypt and buried among the greatest, in a magnificent tomb. In a cemetery like Westpark next to the Bible house. However Jacob said, I am about to be gathered to my people, bury me in the cave of Machpelah. Why would Jacob want to be buried in Canaan, the land they had left, in a cave in Machpelah?

Jacob wanted to be buried in Canaan, because it was the land of the promise. The land that God led Abraham to, when he called him to leave his country and his people in the Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land he will show him. God made a promise to Abraham; he made the same promise to Isaac and to Jacob that they will inherit the land of Canaan. And that their descendants will be as numerous as the stars. And because of this, Jacob was determined to be buried in the cave of Machpelah in Canaan where his ancestors Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah and his wife Leah were buried. Jacob was confident that Egypt was not his final home, he was confident that Canaan was his final home, the land God has chosen for his descent. Jacob was confident that indeed God will establish Israel as a kingdom of priests and holy nation.

After Jacob had given the instructions to his sons, it says he drew his feet up into the bed, breathed his last and was gathered to his people. When Jacob breathed his last, Joseph threw himself at him, wept and kissed him. This really shook Joseph, and he instructed the physicians to embalm Jacob for 40 days and they mourned for him 70 days. Thereafter Joseph went to Pharoah and in verse 5-6 it says: “, 5 ‘My father made me swear an oath and said, “I am about to die; bury me in the tomb I dug for myself in the land of Canaan.” Now let me go up and bury my father; then I will return.’” 6 Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father, as he made you swear to do.”” Once again Joseph found favor in the eyes of Pharoah and not only was Joseph allowed to bury his father in Canaan, but also Jacob was given a grand funeral. When Joseph went up to bury his father, all Pharoah’s officials accompanied him, the dignitaries of his court and all the dignitaries of Egypt, all of Joseph’s household, his brothers and all belonging to Jacob’s household. Jacob’s sons did as he commanded. This once again was a sign that indeed Canaan was the final place for Jacob, it was indeed the promise land. Also, the sovereignty of God was evident, it was God who moved things, from Pharoah agreeing and releasing his resources for the burial, the brothers who did everything as Jacob instructed and finally the manner of the burial. When we are determined about the promise of God, God in his own wisdom makes a way.

After the burial, Joseph together with his brothers returned to Egypt, and suddenly a problem arose. Let us look at verse 15-17: “15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept.” The brothers were thinking now that our father is dead, Joseph will want to take revenge for what we have done to him. Although we have learnt that the brothers have repented from their sin against Joseph, deep down they were still tormented by guilt and doubt that Joseph had forgiven them. And so, to save themselves they went to Joseph and made up a story, saying that their father asked that he would forgive them. They thought they were not worthy of asking for mercy after what they had done to him.

When this news was brought to Joseph, he wept, and they threw themselves down before him and said: “We are your slaves.” Why did Joseph weep when this message came to him? Let us look at verse 19-21: “19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.” Here firstly Joseph had compassion on them, despite them making up the story, Joseph realized that his brothers were afraid and so he had compassion on them and gave them the assurance that they must not be afraid, he will not harm them. He revealed to them that he is not God and will not judge. Furthermore, he showed them that everything happened because of the sovereignty of God. Through his misery, God in his great wisdom went ahead to establish what is good. Because of the harm that Joseph’s brothers intended, God established Joseph as prominent figure in Egypt and used him to save the nation Israel from the famine. 

Furthermore, what is interesting here is that Joseph could have said to his brothers, I saved you and your father, but instead he credited everything to God. He saw God who came to the aid of the people of Israel. This says a lot about Joseph’s faith. That is why God continued to use him. To be used by God we first need to acknowledge the sovereignty of God, and God will open our eyes to see his work, to recognize his work. How could Joseph become like this? Let us look at the key verse 24: “24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”” Just like his father Jacob, Joseph had the promise of God in his heart. He had the vision to occupy the promised land, the land of Canaan, hence he even made the Israelites swear that they will carry his bones to Canaan. Because of this, he could have compassion on his brothers and not have grudge on them, he could have confidence in the sovereignty of God.

Furthermore, Joseph was also determined to help his brothers to also have the promise of God. They were afraid and tormented by sin because the promise of God was not fully established in their hearts. In order for the Israelites to be successful, they need to have the promise of God in their hearts, regardless of the circumstances. And so Joseph said to them: “But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” Joseph wanted to help the brothers to remain focused on the promise land and not consider Egypt as their final home. He wanted them to consider themselves as foreigners in Egypt and citizens of the promised land. A kingdom of priests and holy nation. With the death of Joseph, one may think things will be tricky for them to return to Canaan, that Pharoah will change his mind and keep them as slaves in Egypt. To help them Joseph said: “God will surely come to your aid.” Just as God came to Abraham and granted him a Son in his old age through his barren wife Sarah, God will come to the aid of the people of Israel, just as he established Joseph who was a slave in Egypt into a prominent figure who could save his family from famine, God will come to the people of Israel’s aid.
	
And indeed, just as Joseph assured them, God carried the people of Israel on eagles wings out of Egypt when Pharoah hardened his heart and did not want to let them leave. And God delivered them into the promised land. Joseph was dead, but God who is almighty and sovereign came to the aid of the people of Israel and delivered them into the promise land. And this was just a stage of God’s grand plan. Through Christ Jesus, God came to the aid of not only the people of Israel, but the whole world, when sin and death thought they had won, a baby was born, Jesus Christ. When sin thought it had won, and destroyed Jesus on the cross, Jesus rose from the dead, delivering all who believe into the promise land, the kingdom of heaven. Delivering all people who believe from the power of sin and death.

God came to the aid of the people of Israel and delivered them into the promise land, the land of Canaan. God came into the aid of the world and delivered all people into salvation through Jesus Christ when the world thought sin has won. God will come to my and your aid as well. Your situation might seem like it is hopeless and nothing can be done. God will come to your aid. Joseph died, but God continued to work. God is still there, and he is in charge, he is sovereign and he will come to your aid to fulfill his promise.

Conclusion
From today’s passage we have learnt that it is very important to hold on to the promise of God even when circumstances tell us that it impossible for the promise to materialize. We have learnt that when we hold on to the promise of God, God in his great wisdom will open our eyes and help us see how he works even in the midst of chaos. Joseph held on to the promise of God, he held on to the dreams that God planted in his heart, even when he was captured as a slave, he did not lose his faith in God, when he was imprisoned, he did not despair, he held on to the promise of God even when the odds were not so great. And God blessed him to realize his sovereignty and to have faith that God will come to his aid, to the people of Israel’s aid and will deliver them into the promise land together with his bones. 

God has come to our aid and saved us from the power of sin and death through Jesus Christ. And God will come to your aid in your situation, academic, marriage, job, God will come to your aid so that you can give glory to him through your situation. Align your situation with the promise of God and have faith in him and God will reveal to you how he is working and how he was always working. 
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