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LIVE LIVES WORTHY OF GOD
		1 Thessalonians 2:1-16 (Key Verse 12)
“encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.”

What would those who know us best say about the God we worship? Would our conduct at home, our at work places and our treatment of difficult people help them understand God’s character? How should we serve when obedience brings suffering, when people misunderstand our motives, or when faithful ministry appears costly? We may speak correctly about the gospel while struggling to let it govern our lives. Paul brings these things together in our key verse: God calls His people into His kingdom and glory, and they are to live in a way that honors Him.

The Thessalonian church was born through opposition. Paul and Silas had been beaten and imprisoned in Philippi before travelling to Thessalonica. There Paul explained from Scripture that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead, and proclaimed Jesus as that Messiah. Some Jews and many God-fearing Greeks believed. Other hearers stirred up a mob, attacked Jason’s house and accused the missionaries of proclaiming another king, Jesus [Acts 16:22–40; 17:1–9]. Allegiance to Christ carried a real cost.

Our key verse says, “encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.” His purpose was to strengthen the church’s confidence in the gospel and to help believers live consistently with it. We need a daily walk shaped by this calling, a calling to live lives worthy of God, who calls us into his kingdom and glory. We will consider three expressions of that life: honoring God through faithful service, loving people towards maturity, and receiving God’s word with persevering faith. May the lord grant us one word into our hearts, Amen!

The first expression in living a live worthy of God, who calls us into his kingdom, is honoring God who calls us through faithful service. In verses 1-2, Paul reminds the believers that suffering had not silenced the missionaries/believers. Look at verse 2, “2We had previously suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposition.” After their mistreatment at Philippi, God gave them courage to proclaim His gospel amid further opposition. This renewed courage was evidence of God’s sustaining power. Humiliation usually discourages a person, yet Paul continued his ministry. It was clear that the source of his courage was greater than whatever was working against him.

We can see from Paul’s life that obedience is costly. A student may fear being ridiculed for confessing Christ. A worker may face pressure to participate in dishonesty. A Bible teacher may become discouraged when people or bible student reject the message. We may be mis-understood by those we trying to serve and love. Conflict may arise and challenges will arise, however we should not assume that difficulty, means we have misunderstood God’s calling. Paul met opposition while faithfully trying to live a life that honors God. 

Look at verses 3-6, “3For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts. 5You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed God is our witness. 6We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority.” God had entrusted the gospel to him, and he spoke as one accountable to God. The messenger does not own the message. He must faithfully announce what God has done through the crucified and risen Christ.
Paul therefore rejects flattery, concealed greed and the pursuit of human praise. Their goal was to please God and even placed their hearts to God’s test. Before people it is easy to pretend and live a double life, because no person can see intentions of our hearts. However what amazed me is that, in verse 4, Paul could confidently acknowledge that God’s tests our hearts. And as we know there is nothing hidden from God. 

How could Paul remain faithful and so transparent to God’s work? It is his understanding of God and their clear sense of calling. He accepted that he was called into God’s kingdom and glory. And so he could live a life that honored God rather than himself or man. If God calls us into His kingdom, why should human applause govern our obedience? If He promises His glory, why should we rely on human approval to build our own sense of importance? This week, consider one place where the desire for approval has made you less truthful or less obedient. Bring it before God. A life worthy of Him begins to take shape when we are captured by his saving grace and begin to live in reverence before God. Amen!

The second expression in living a live worthy of God, who calls us into his kingdom, is loving people towards a life worthy of God. Paul’s faithfulness had warmth. Look at verses 7-8, “7Instead, we were like young children among you. Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well.” he compares his care to a nursing mother cherishing her own children. The picture is personal and costly. A child needs patient attention, repeated care and a willingness to be inconvenienced. The fellow believers to Paul had become dear to him, and he gladly shared his life along with the gospel. 

This was all as a result of the grace received from God. It reminds me even of our Korean missionaries. They did not only share the gospel but their lives with us as well. This is how we could grow. Jesus left a pattern for us as well, he had not come to be served but to serve and also shared his life with the disciples.

Paul’s giving of himself arose from affection for the believers. An affection that I believe was prompted by the holy spirit. It is more than completing church duties. We may prepare a sound Bible study yet fail to notice someone’s grief, isolation or spiritual confusion. Sharing our lives means making time to listen, praying with people and remaining present when growth is slow. This is an area I must confess that I have been lacking in over the years. And in time I believe those whom I serve with bible studies begin to disconnect. I mean I even recently heard that some members in our ministry are complaining about certain things. And these are faithful and committed members. When I heard about what they complaining about, it broke my heart. I could only come to one conclusion, that some of why it is happening I believe is because of lack of my presence. 

Paul’s love also took practical form. Look at verse 9, “9Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship, we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you.” Paul recalls the missionaries’ hard work to avoid burdening the Thessalonians while preaching. They were willing to overlook their legitimate right for the good of this congregation. His question was how still they could serve them faithfully, even when doing so required more labor from him. Similar to our ministry, we cannot expect much financial support from campus students, like our  local churches where the majority of the congregation are workers. Our shepherds and leaders are lay servants, we rely on our secular jobs to financially support the ministry and our daily living.  

Verse 10 tells us that, their conduct was holy, righteous and blameless. Paul appeals to both the believers and God as witnesses. The people could observe his dealings with them and God knew his heart. Such integrity belongs in ordinary life: keeping promises, handling money honestly, respecting others and repenting when we have sinned. Blamelessness is not a claim to sinless perfection. It is a life whose conduct supports the gospel it professes, when sin is revealed we confess and repent.

Let us all read verses 11-12, “11For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.” The mother’s tenderness and the father’s guidance serve the same purpose: to help the believer towards maturity. And it is important that that care to reach individual members, supplementing public teaching with personal instruction suited to their needs. In our ministry we have fellowships, formed in hopes that they achieve exactly this. 

This fatherly care has two responsibilities, to set a godly example and give faithful instruction or teaching. Though sanctification, like salvation, depends upon God’s grace. We therefore need to live what we teach while depending on God for the strength to do so. A parent who admits wrongdoing and seeks forgiveness can demonstrate this dependence clearly. Some of our leaders will remember well, how we encouraged by how the Korean missionaries lived, they lived what they taught. They lived a life that honored God. 

Paul encouraged, comforted and urged them. The weary need help to continue, the grieving need consolation, those drifting into sin need a serious appeal to return. These activities overlap, but together they show that loving care requires discernment. If we only correct, we may crush someone already struggling. If we only reassure, we may be continuing to assist someone in disobedience and sin. We must listen carefully, pray and apply God’s truth with patience.

The goal of all this care is our key verse: lives worthy of God, a life that honors God. Paul wanted the believers’ daily choices to correspond to God’s calling. Spiritual leadership should help people trust and obey the Lord even when the leader is absent. It should encourage maturity in Christ rather than dependence upon human approval.

Whom has God placed within your care? It may be your child, a younger believer, a fellow student or someone who has quietly withdrawn from fellowship. Consider what that person needs: encouragement, comfort, or a loving but serious conversation about obedience. Take one deliberate step towards them. We help one another towards God’s kingdom and glory through such ordinary acts of faithful love. Amen.

The third expression in living a live worthy of God, who calls us into his kingdom, is to depend on God’s word in sustaining our walk towards His glory. Verse 13 explains why this way of life is possible. Look at verse 13, “13And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe” Paul continually thanks God because the Thessalonians received the apostolic gospel as God’s word, and that word was working in them. He does not congratulate himself on his persuasive skill. Their response gives him reason to worship God. The transformation of a congregation is finally God’s work through His truth.

Paul is thankful because they not only received God’s word but the word of God was at work in their lives. It is very easy and common to simply enjoy a sermon, discuss its interpretation and agree with its teaching but yet avoid its claim upon us. Receiving the word involves faith and submission. When God exposes dishonesty, we should confess and correct it. When He commands forgiveness, we should seek His help to release resentment. When He promises His presence, we learn to entrust our fears to Him. We should allow the word to enter the decisions through which our lives are formed.

This does not make every bible teacher’s or messenger’s statement infallible. The Thessalonians had an amazing attitude, they received the apostolic message by accepting the word not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which was indeed at work in those who believed. As bible teachers and shepherds we remain accountable to that message preserved in the Bible and before God. As believers we should not use endless discussions to postpone obedience. We need God’s word both to correct us and to strengthen us.

How did God’s word work in them? Look at verse 14, “14For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own people the same things those churches suffered from the Jews.” its power appears in the believers’ endurance. Like the churches in Judea, they suffered opposition from their own people. Nevertheless, they continued in faith. Their suffering did not place them outside God’s care, they shared the experience of other churches united to Christ. 

This gives substance to Christian hope. Because it does not mean that faithfulness will result in a life free from struggles and challenges. However, through this passage we can confidently affirm that present opposition and challenges do not cancel God’s promised future. God’s kingdom and glory should give us reason to keep obeying when obedience brings no immediate advantage. The word that brought us to Christ also sustains our confidence in Him. Paul ends this passage with a stern warning to those who persecute believers who are trying to live a life worthy of God, Look at verse 16, “16in their effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last”. Paul affirms God’s judgement that will be upon opponents who persecuted God’s messengers and obstructed the preaching through which Gentiles could be saved. Their resistance is accountable to God and has exposed them to His wrath. The warning is clear: persistent opposition to God’s saving message will not escape His judgement.

We are actually fortunate is South Africa, there is no hostility that I know of towards believers trying to live a life worthy of God. Our university campuses have no restrictions to evangelism. Whereas in certain countries, there are secret churches and the Universities will not allow sharing of the gospel. In North Korea, the ruling regime views any allegiance outside the Kim family, including peaceful Christian prayer or owning a Bible as a direct threat to national security. Believers face execution or brutal labor camps. And in Iran, house churches and peaceful evangelism targeting Muslims are prosecuted as "crimes against national security", leading to heavy prison sentences. As believers we should entrust judgement to God and pray for their persecutors (Rom. 12:19; Matt. 5:44). Living worthy of God includes refusing to answer hatred with hatred. We seek the salvation of those who oppose us, remembering the mercy by which we ourselves stand.

In conclusion, God calls us into His kingdom and glory. That calling gives a direction to our service, our relationships and our suffering. We honor Him through truthful witness, through love that helps others mature, and through obedience sustained by His word. The question is not simply whether we know this teaching, but where our lives need to come under its authority.

Perhaps you need to surrender the pursuit of praise, renew patient care for someone, or obey a word you have repeatedly put aside. We need to begin with Christ. His death and resurrection are the foundation of our acceptance and hope. We do not repair ourselves before coming to Him, we come in repentance and faith, asking Him to produce the obedience His grace teaches us [Titus 2:11–14]. It is my prayer that we set aside all distractions, the gossips but encourage the weary, comfort the suffering and urge one another to follow Christ Jesus. The God who calls us is faithful [1 Thess. 5:24]. May our lives increasingly honor Him as we walk together towards His kingdom and glory. Amen!
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