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THIS IS MY GOSPEL
2 Tim 2:8-13 (Key Verse: 8)
“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel”
From today’s passage we are going to learn about the gospel, the driver of Paul’s life. From the key verse Paul urged Timothy to remember the risen Jesus Christ, the descendant of David. There is an old saying that we must remember where we come from, the wisdom behind that saying is that it helps us to remember the foundations and principles we were raised with, which helps us to be successful and live fruitfully when we apply them.  Similarly, to live a fruitful and effective life as a Christian believer, to live a life with meaning and purpose, Paul is urging us to remember the risen Jesus Christ, the descendant of David. He said this is my gospel 

Therefore, through today’s passage we are going to learn in detail this gospel, and in what sense should we remember this gospel. We are also going to learn what happens to us when we remember the gospel. Because of the gospel, Apostle Paul suffered to the point of being chained like a criminal. Why did he do this? Through the passage we will also learn why Paul suffered, why we too should and can suffer to the point of being chained like a criminal.

I pray that God may have mercy on you and me to receive one word, be encouraged to remember the gospel and be driven by it.

The passage today opens with the key verse 8: “8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel.” Here Paul urged Timothy to remember the gospel, which is the good news. What is the gospel? First, it is Jesus Christ, raised from the dead and secondly Jesus Christ the descendant of David. What does this mean? In what sense is this the good news? Jesus Christ raised from the dead means he has conquered the power of sin and death. Jesus came into this world, born in a manger, in human form, in our place he was tortured, and was crucified on the cross, and he died an excruciating death. Jesus Christ suffered and was killed because of our sins, he took our place, he took my place, if not for Jesus I were to suffer on the cross, be killed. For the wages of sin is death. 

Now the good news here is that death is no longer the end, Jesus did not just die for me and you, the good news is that he rose. Jesus’ resurrection proved that the power of sin and death has been conquered. Just as he rose, we too will rise again. When Jesus rose, he ascended to heaven and is now seated at the right hand of God. Furthermore, we learn that Jesus descended from David. This means Jesus is the seed of David, he is the promised messiah, meaning he is the son of God. Also, Jesus being descendant of David means he sits on the throne of the kingdom that will last forever. In 2 Samual 7:16 it says: “16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’” Before we were ruled by the kingdom of sin and death, but through Jesus the descendant of David we have been adopted into the kingdom of God, the kingdom that will endure forever. In John 14:2 Jesus said: “2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?” This is the hope that Jesus wants us to have, hope beyond this world. 

Today many people are tormented by the power of sin and death, because they do have the good news in their hearts, that sin has no power anymore, Jesus rose. Because they do not have hope beyond this world, they are paralyzed by the harsh realities of this world. We do not need to be tormented by sin and death, Jesus rose, we have been adopted into the kingdom of God, a kingdom that endures forever. Paul urged Timothy to remember this, because even though we have confessed our faith, it is important to remember this daily. In order to truly experience the power of the good news, we must not be passive about remembering Jesus Christ the descendant of David who rose. We must be intentional about reminding ourselves of the gospel, we must be active. The Gospel must be at the core of our lives, like our heartbeat.

How can we ensure that the gospel remains at the core of our lives, that we actively remember it? We can do so by studying the word of God daily. It is very encouraging to see the consistency of our daily bread team, every day at 5h30am there is call on WhatsApp to read the word and devotion, this is how we can actively remember the gospel. We can remember the gospel by thoroughly preparing for our Bible studies, by meditating on the word of God and writing testimony. And most importantly by prayer, intentionally spending time with God. When we actively remember the good news, something amazing happens within us, God will transform us, give a hope that is beyond this world. Give us peace and satisfaction that surpasses all understanding. 

Paul said that this is my gospel, this means Paul had a very intimate relationship with the gospel, it was not something that is there and he visits when he gets a chance, but it was personal, it was part and parcel of his life, it gave his life meaning and purpose. The gospel gave Paul meaning and purpose, it was the driver of his life. Let us look at verse 9-10 to see to what extent the gospel was the core of his life and why: “9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.” Here firstly we see that Paul suffered even to the point of being chained like a criminal because of the gospel. What does this mean? This means while Paul was preaching the gospel, he faced opposition to an extent that he was thrown in6to prison for preachings the gospel. They accused him that he was a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarene. While Paul wrote this letter, he was in prison.

Even though Paul was in prison and in chains, he never stopped preaching the gospel. He never stopped because the gospel was the core of his life, he actively remembered the risen Jesus Christ, the descendant of David, he had hope of the everlasting kingdom, the throne of David’s kingdom, so he continued to preach, loosing his life and being chained meant nothing to him. He was focused on Jesus Christ, the author and perfector of our faith. Furthermore, he never stopped preaching the gospel even though he was in prison, because the word of God is not chained, the word of God cannot be bounded, we can be restricted, but the word of God cannot be restricted. Even though Paul was in prison, God still used him to preach the gospel through his letters. While in prison,  Paul and Silas preached to a jailer, and he and his whole household could be saved.

Today as well, as Christian believers we face opposition to preach the gospel, one way we face opposition and imprisonment is by being kept busy. The threw Paul in prison to stop him from preaching the gospel, we also are made busy to stop us from preaching the gospel. We are busy with academics, work, taking care of family, it literally seems like there is no time to preach the gospel. While Paul was in prison, he never stopped preaching the gospel. How could he do this? Because he remembered the good news. He could do it because the word of God is not chained. We too, though we are so busy, chained, and it seems impossible, we can do it too, when we remember the good news, we can preach the gospel, because the word of God is not chained. I remember back in the days, Sh. Jacob would be so busy, working long hours for a Korean company LG, they had little kids Becky and Daniella, Shds Rebekah was doing PhD. But we never felt a gap in their service to the Lord, Sh. Jacob consistently shared graceful messages every Sunday, consistently prepared Bible study material and led our Bible studies. Shds Rebekah did the same, she even invited us to her house and served us with so much love. How did they do it, they were so busy, they were chained, they did it because the word of God is not chained.

Furthermore, the suffering was real, it was not easy for Paul to be chained and still preach the gospel. But he kept going, he endured. In verse 10 it says: “10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.” Paul endured for the sake of the elect, to preach the gospel to God’s chosen people, that they too may meet the risen Jesus, the descendant of David. That they may inherit the everlasting kingdom of God. Paul endured for it gave him purpose and meaning, he endured for he was participating in God’s great salvation plan, the saving of people’s lives. He was determined, took on this as a matter of life and death. To do this he needed to have the good news engraved in his heart, he need to be active in remembering the risen Jesus Christ, the descendant of David. For us too, in order to be used by God, to be disciplined and endure all opposition for the sake of preaching the gospel, we need to remember the gospel daily, meditate on, make it personal. Paul said that this is my gospel. When we make this our gospel too, God in his great wisdom will change us, give us a heart of mission, fill us with meaning and purpose beyond this world. Fill us with the desire to see the world saved, to see the world’s eyes opened from spiritual blindness, and the torment of sin and death.

In recent years I saw my life get busier and busier, little by little workload increased, I began leaving the office much later, having children also made my life busy too. I stopped going to the gym, I saw myself always being tired. Preparation for Bible studies and writing testimony became sluggish. I wanted to change this, but somehow a voice kept saying that you are busy, you are chained, you can’t do this. Paul was chained, but he could do this, he could do this because he remembered the gospel, the good news, the gospel was central in his life. I pray that God may have mercy on me, to repent from thinking that I can’t do this, to actively remember Jesus Christ, the descendant of David. I pray that I may focus on Jesus, set my hope on the everlasting kingdom in heaven, not the world. I pray that God may help me to meditate on his word daily, actively spend time with God daily, so that I too can be changed, become like Paul, to preach the gospel by faith even if I am chained.

Conclusion
From today’s passage we have learnt that it is very important to remember the good news, to actively remember Jesus Christ who is risen, whom through him we have the privilege to conquer the power of sin and death, and the hope of the everlasting kingdom of heaven. We have learnt that when we remember the good news, our lives will be transformed, we will be used by God mightily. Even though the world will try to restrict us, put us in chains, make us busy, God will continue to use us like Paul who was in chains, God will use us because the word of God cannot be restricted. When we remember the good news, God will fill us with the heart of Jesus, the heart of endurance under suffering for the sake of the elect, God’s chosen people. 

In verse 11-13 it says: “11 Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will also disown us; 13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself.” Here Paul first emphasized the promises of God, that if we remember Jesus Christ, endure suffering, die with him, we will live and reign with him. However, there is a warning here too, if we do not remember him and remain passive. Paul’s warning is that Jesus will disown us, when we are faithless, God is faithful to judge. So, we need to “remember Jesus Christ” not only in light of what he’s done but also in light of what he will do, not only to save but to judge. I pray that God may have mercy on you and me, to remember the good news, the risen Jesus, the descendant of David, be transformed and be used mightily for the world salvation plan, be used as witnesses. 
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