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 HANNAH GIVES BIRTH TO SAMUEL
1 Samuel 1:1-20 (Key Verse 20)
“So in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She name him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the LORD for him.” “
    From the book of Judges have learnt how the people of Israel gradually lost their identity and became spiritually deprived, they became like this because they had no king, they did as they saw fit. Now through today’s passage the introduction of the book Samuel we are going to witness God’s intervention in Israel’s situation through an ordinary woman named Hannah who gave birth to Samuel a prophet and the last judge for the people of Israel. I pray that God may have mercy on us, to receive one word, and learn how we too can be used by God just as He used an ordinary woman, Hannah for a much greater purpose. 
    The passage today begins by introducing us to a man named Elkanah, who was a Levite and had two wives Hannah and Peninnah, Peninnah had children and Hannah had none. In those days the spiritual depravity we learnt of in the book of Judges continued, Israel still had no king, and everyone did as they saw fit. However, in the midst of the spiritual depravity, Elkanah remained faithful. Year after year he went up from his town to Shiloh with all his family to worship and sacrifice to the Lord Almighty. Hophni and Phinehas, Eli’s two sons were priests of the Lord in Shiloh, however they too were spiritually deprived, they too had no king and lived as they saw fit. In chapter 2 we will learn about their wickedness, how they had no regard for the Lord, how they treated the Lord’s offering with contempt and how they slept with woman who served at the entrance to the tent of meeting. Even in these conditions, Elkanah kept his faith, and worshiped the Lord in truth and in spirit, he never compromised, he was never influenced by his surrounding circumstances, he was never discouraged by the spiritual depravity of the people of Israel. Today as well, there are many things happening in our world, if you turn on the radio there is non-stop reports of wicked crimes, corruption, wicked acts by spiritual leaders, on campus students live as they see fit, alcohol abuse and sexual immorality seems like no big deal. All this can be discouraging for our faith. However, in such circumstances Elkanah kept his faith, and worshiped God without any discouragement. So just like Elkanah we too must not lose faith and not be discouraged by our surrounding circumstances but continue to worship God without any compromise.
    While at Shiloh when the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. But for Hannah he did things differently. Let us look at verse 5: “But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the Lord had closed her womb.” Elkanah loved Hannah so much, his love for her was actually very special. In those days it was very important for a wife to bear children for his husband, it was one of the very important ways to make a husband happy. But strangely so, Elkanah loved Hannah more, it says he gave Hannah a double portion because the Lord had closed her womb. Normally what was happening to Hannah would be regarded as a curse, but Elkanah understood Hannah’s situation differently, it says: “He gave her a double portion… because the Lord had closed her womb”. Even though Elkanah showed much love for Hannah and was not bothered by her closed womb, Peninnah kept provoking her to irritate her. Peninnah probably told Hannah how she was not a good enough wife, useless and could not bear a child for her husband like her, she probably told her hurtful things like how Elkanah will leave her.
    Hearing this left Hannah weeping, and this went on year after year when they went to Shiloh. Year after year Hannah wept and could not eat. She wept because she wanted to please Elkanah, she wept because she wanted to be a good enough woman, she wept because she too was yearning for the joy and encounter of raising her own child, watching the child grow. Even though Elkanah showed love to her and comforted her, she still wept. Year after year, Hannah had to live with this pain. She probably asked herself what was wrong with her, why her? We also might have the same questions today? Why can’t I just pass with good marks and get a good sponsorship, why can’t I get the job that I so desperately need right now? Why can’t I just get married already? What is wrong with me? In verse 6a it says: “Because the Lord had closed Hannah’s womb” Hannah could not have a child because the Lord had closed her womb. Why would God do such a thing? Why would God cause such misery for Hannah? Was God punishing Hannah? What did Hannah do? To answer this let us look at John 9:1-3: “As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.” Just like the blind man, Hannah’s situation was such that the works of God may be displayed. And this is how we too need to view our pains and suffering, view them as a way for the works of God to be displayed. Meaning we need to change our attitude towards our pains and suffering. We need to have faith that God is almighty, that he is involved in our day to day lives, even in our pains and suffering. 
    Now after many years of weeping, while at Shiloh after eating and drinking, Hannah stood up and did something different. Let us look at verse 10-11: “In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the Lord, weeping bitterly. 11 And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”” Hannah’s attitude changed, she no longer cried and locked herself in a room. But she took the matter to the Lord, in deep anguish she prayed to the Lord, she wept bitterly to the Lord. She gave herself to the Lord, she no longer cried out to the world for the people to feel sorry for her. Why did she pray to the Lord? why did she bring this anguish and bitter weeping to the Lord? She did this because she realised that the Lord is almighty, that God is in control, that her life is completely in the hands of God, she realised that God is indeed her king. So she prayed to him, she poured out her heart and soul to the Lord. In a helpless and hopeless situation, Hannah put her trust and hope in the Lord. When Eli saw her praying in the heart with her mouth moving without a voice, he accused her of being drunk, and she responded to him in verse 16 saying:  “Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.”” 
    Furthermore Hannah made a vow to the Lord, she said: ““Lord Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”” Before, Hannah wanted to have a Son for herself, to please her husband Elkanah. Pleasing Elkanah was the most important thing for her, she probably had dreams about his husband teaching his son how to fish or play some sport like golf on the fields. Before Hannah probably wanted to have a son to show her rival Peninnah that she too is a good enough woman for Elkanah. However, through this vow, we see a change in Hannah heart, through this vow Hannah says she will give this child to the Lord for all the days of his life. How could she make such a vow? What does this mean? She did this to give glory to God, she finally found her meaning and purpose, to live for the glory of God. Before she lived for herself, to please her husband, but now it is for the glory of God. When Hannah surrendered to God as her king, she could discover her purpose, she could see the world from God’s perspective. Hannah could see how the people of Israel were spiritual deprived, she could see the dire need of true servants of God for the generation. So she vowed that if God grants her a Son, she will give him to the Lord all the days of his life.  
    When Hannah had finished praying, something very amazing happened, in verse 18b it says: “Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast. Before, while at Shiloh Hannah could not eat anything at the hearing of her rival Peninnah who provoked her, she was sad and hopeless. She always wept thinking she was not a good enough wife for Elkanah. But now after her prayer, she immediately ate something, her face was no longer downcast. She was now confident and had faith in God, she had faith that God is in control, she had faith in the will of God. She still had no child; her circumstances had not changed. But because of her prayer, she changed, she discovered her king, the almighty God, the creator of the heavens and the earth, in whom she put all her hope and trust.
    Furthermore, Hannah’s prayer was answered? Let us look at verse 19-20: “Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the Lord and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah made love to his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. 20 So in the course of time Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the Lord for him.” God almighty, the creator of the heavens blessed Hannah with a Son, and his name was Samuel. Hannah gave the child to the Lord and he grew to be a prophet and judge for the people of Israel. Through Samuel’s voice God could move all the people of Israel, through Samuel God could intervene in the spiritual depravity of the people of Israel. Through Hannah’s pain and suffering God’s work was revealed in Israel. God intervened in Hannah’s life and used her as a great blessing for the people of Israel.
Conclusion
    From today’s passage we have learnt how God could use Elkanah’s family to bless the nation Israel. Elkanah’s faith might have seemed useless at the time, his year to year journeys might have seemed useless for everyone was wicked including the priests in charge at Shiloh. However, God could use Elkanah’s obedience and faith, God could raise his wife Hannah into a blessing for the people of Israel. God closed Hannah’s womb, it brought her much misery and pain. But God in his great wisdom could use this to raise and train Hannah as a prayer servant, through prayer God could transform Hannah’s heart from a woman who just wanted to be a good wife to her husband into a mother of Israel’s prophet and judge, Samuel. Through Hannah’s deep anguish and prayer from her heart and soul, God could intervene in the spiritual depravity of the nation Israel, through Hannah God could bless the entire nation of Israel.

   Just like the nation Israel, our world today has so many problems, wickedness, corruption, immorality, because of sin people are just living with no regard for the Lord and causing lots of chaos. On the other hand, we too are just surrounded by many problems of our own, our families, our schoolwork, our jobs and many other things. Life is just difficult. We wonder why all these things are happening to us. We wonder what we should do. But glory to God for through today’s passage we have learnt that as children of God, we do not experience pain and suffering because of the wrong we have done or the wrong our parents have done, but rather it is so that the works of God may be displayed. May God help us to surrender all our pains and suffering to Jesus, may we pour out our hearts and soul to Jesus as our ruler and king. May God help us to view our pains and suffering differently, God used Hannah’s pain and suffering to intervene in Israel’s spiritual depravity. I believe God wants to use our suffering and pain to intervene in the spiritual problems of our generation, to reveal the Savior Jesus to the world. 
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